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“The Angel of His Presence” 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
Isaiah 63: 9. 


ACH moment that passes, oh, could you but know it, 
Your sore heart would listen and look up and sing; 
For the Presence is there — His grace would bestow 
it, — 
That breath on your cheek is the touch of a wing! 


There in the office with servitors coming, 
And work-weary problems, the old and the new,— 
Did you see Him, I wonder ? He came for the summing 
Of all of your woes, and to bear them for you. 


Then, too, in the kitchen where hands are o’erflowing 
With scrubbing and scouring and polishing clean, 
He stands there behind you, the heart of Him knowing, 
And waiting to bless when His Presence is seen. 


And now by the child who is tossing with fever, 
He watches right with you all through the long night ; 
Oh, clasp now the outreaching Hand that has ever 
Made anguish to flee by its miracle-might. 


So through all the days with their storm and their 
singing, 
Through much that to our understanding is dim, 
If you cannot face gallantly tasks that come springing, 
Just quietly rest in the Presence of Him. 











Ripe for God’s Intervention 


Things will be at their worst when the Lord comes 
again. This is the revelation of the Bible as to the 
end of the age and the Lord’s return. He will not 
come back to a world that men have made so won- 
derfully beautiful and righteous that it is a fit place 
for his throne, but to a world so steeped in sin, de- 
generacy, self-worship, and the defiance of God that 
only divine interference will avail. A great many 
statesmen and others throughout the world who know 
nothing of the Lord’s return, and who do not accept 
the Scriptures, are nevertheless making public state- 
ments that express their conviction that the world is 
in desperate need and that some momentous or cata- 
clysmic event is about to occur. The Pope of Rome, 
also, has made more than one significant statement 
in recent months; while he is at the head of a great 
religious system that denies the heart of the Gospel, 
justification by faith, and that teaches many death-deal- 
ing falsehoods, he has at the same time shown marked 
insight into certain facts and tendencies of today in 
more than one official utterance. This summer, ad- 
dressing 200 American rilgrims in Vatican City, he 
said: “The time is ripe for intervention by God. 
History tells us again and again that when men reached 


the lowest ebb and began to curse and deny God, then 
was the moment when God manifested himself... . 
Even in Russia, where men blaspheme God, this will 
be the case.” The Pope explained that he believes 
God will “reinfuse confidence into men and start the 
return to better things.” He has uttered a truth 
when he says the time is ripe for God’s intervention; 
but Christians who “love His appearing” know that 
the intervention will come, not by men’s turning to 
God. in any world-wide way, but by Christ’s being 
“revealed from heaven with his mighty angels.” The 
desperate condition of the world is a reminder of the 
Holy Spirit’s pleading call: “And now, little children, 
abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his 


coming.” 
=< 
Where Other Wills Intervene 


What the depression may do to our dear ones is 
harder for us to bear than what it may do to our- 
selves. Even though there are encouraging signs that 
the worst of the financial bad times is over, neverthe- 
less there is a long wake of disaster that has left its 
mark, and the outlook and future conditions of many 
lives have been permanently affected. A Christian wo- 
man, writing about the statement of another friend who 
“doesn’t like trouble but thinks it is what he needs,” 
says: “Who isn’t being tested today? Our hardest 
problem is concerned with those who are dear to us 
and are evidently in danger of being quite overwhelmed 
with seas of trouble —bereavement, unemployment, 
and the breaking down of courage due largely to en- 
forced idleness. Where other wills intervene it is so 
much harder to pray effectively. I firmly believe, 
however, that either the depression will soon lift, or 
we shall be caught up out of it.” It is harder to 
see our loved ones suffer than to suffer ourselves. 
Yet if we have a God whom we can trust with our 
own lives,—and we have,—then we can certainly 
trust him with the lives of those we love. For he 
loves them even more than we do. What seems to 
us like the insuperable difficulty caused by the fact 
that “other wills intervene” is no difficulty at all to 
our God and Saviour. Their wills are no more of a 
problem to him than our wills were, and are. While 


vé 


God never interferes with the freedom of the human 
will, he can bring loving influences to bear upon the 
wills of our loved ones in such a way that they will 
welcome and rest in his will. He looks to us to pray 
for this,—and to pray, not with anxiety, but with 
thanksgiving. 

yaa 


**Reasonably Honest’”’ 


How true is the Word of God? The Bible’s own 
answer is that “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God.” God-breathed writings can hardly be false ; 
they must be as truthful and free from error as tlie 
character and person of God himself. The Lord Jesus 
Christ put his seal upon the divine and infallible char- 
acter of every word of the Old Testament, and he 
pre-authenticated the New Testament as equally divine. 
Because of the Bible’s claims for itself and because of 
the testimony of the Son of God, the evangelical 
Christian Church accepts the whole Bible as the very 
Word of God. Speaking of those Christians who 
teach that the Bible is only partly true, William Jen- 
ings Bryan used to say that they reminded him of 
public-spirited citizens who might sign a paper endors- 
ing a candidate for office, and among his other quali- 
fications testify to their belief that the candidate was 
“reasonably honest.” It would not be much of an 
endorsement! A letter to THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
protests against a statement made some months ago 
in these columns to the effect that a certain denomina- 
tion is not loyal to the Book. The minister making 
this protest writes: “As a matter of fact, I presume 
that ninety percent of our ministers would classify in 
the near fundamentalist group.” That expression “near 
fundamentalist” is a significant one. Fundamental- 
ists believe that the whole Bible is the Word of God, 
and that the Word of God is all true. Evidently 
“near fundamentalists” believe that there is much truth 
in the Bible, but that it is not entirely true, — that is, 
that God’s Word is “reasonably honest.” The protest 
from this minister seems to confirm, unwittingly, the 
statement in the Times that his denomination is not 
entirely loyal to the Book. What a tragic confession, 
that ninety per cent of the ministers in any denomina- 
tion should believe only part of the God-breathed 
Scriptures ! 


Preaching to Communists in Germany 


HE example and influence of Russian atheistic 
Communism are powerfully felt ,in Germany. 
War and post-war tragedies have torn the land 
and seeded it with doubt and despair. “How can God 
permit such national and personal sufferings!” In 
1910 there were but 39 registered members in the Ger- 
man Freethinkers Union. By 1918 the number had 
risen to 3,322; today there are nearly 800,000. 

These figures are like fire bells in the night! They 
signify large income for more propaganda. Something 
like a million dollars poured into the coffers of the 
anti-God movement last year. The movement centers 
in a splendid headquarters on the Gneisenaustrasse, 
Berlin. Without doubt the Communist end of the 
Free Thought movement receives large subsidy from 
Russia. 

There are, too, subsidiary movements also hostile 
to Christianity though not directly attached to Free 
Thought organizations,—the so-called Tannenberg 
Alliance, for example, led by General and Frau 
Ludendorff. This calls for “redemption from Christ” 
and looks for salvation to nature, to “the German 
God,” and to the God in man. It is organized with 
the skill and thoroughness which characterize Ger- 
many and finds a strong following among ex-army 
officers, intellectuals, landed proprietors, and middle- 
class folk. 

All in all @ comfortless outlook! And one which 

This editorial is based on articles in the Allgemeine 
evangelisch-lutherische Kirchenzeitung and Licht und Leben, 
two German periodicals, 


is not lightened greatly by the situation in the Church. 
The plague of Modernism has weakened and divided 
the Church. The Modernist does nothing to check 
the sinister atheist movement. He cannot; he is 
without a Gospel. Worse, he paralyzes to a large 
extent the Church’s evangelical witness. He is re- 
sponsible for the Babylonian confusion in its teaching 
“How often am I asked,” says Pastor Miller-Schwef 
“What must we really believe? One pastor says on- 
thing; another, quite another.’” It is the reduction 
to the tragic of “the inclusive policy.” The natural 
consequence is a widespread ignorance of the Chris- 
tian defense. “Certainly,” continues Schwefe, “con- 
firmation instruction for children is needed. Even 
— ,, needful is confirmation instruction for grown 
olks. 

Schwefe calls for an effectual mobilization of Chris- 
tian forces to meet this threatening situation. He 
does better. He exhibits what he and his associates 
have already done. He asks for “a large scale scheme 
of enlightenment, for thousands of lectures on Bol- 
shevism and the Free Thought movement. Hundreds 
of gifted men and women are ready to enter instruc- 
tion-courses for a ministry of this type. A staff of 
debaters wherever possible should be at Free Thought 
meetings to present the Christian point of view. We 
should in every parish find reliable men and women 
for missionary counter-agitation against the house-to- 
house efforts of the freethinkers. The Socialist papers, 
largely Jew-edited, should be attended to. They should 
be watched for attacks on Church and Christ and 
when a dozen such cases have been registered a meet- 
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ing should be called to expose and answer them. 


There should be systematic colportage of suitable - 
” 


literature. ° There should be. . . 

But this is program. More interesting is the report 
of things done. “In 1923 for the first time in West- 
phalia we succeeded in getting together some thirty 
brethren from the wage-earning class for an eight-day 
conference. They came-from all political parties and 
movements. The time was spent in earnest study of 
burning questions from the Christian standpoint. It 
was really a week of evangelization for the men of 
today and made a deep impression on all. Later these 
friends took on their hearts and consciences the task 
of inviting others to similar gatherings. Year by 
year the number has grown. Other provinces and 
areas of Germany have followed our example. In 
1931 our department for apologetics reported sixty- 
one group conferences. The striking thing about them 
is their brotherly spirit, their frankness, and . their 
interest m popular theological study. Many declare 
that here first have they learned what true Christianity 
is, here first found themseives face to face with God. 
The subjects of discussion vary, ~~ unemployment and 
the Church, how the breach between Church and the 
wage-earning class came about. How can God allow 
what is happening? Is the Bible the Word of God? 
Who is Jesus Christ? Are the Church’s days over? 

“It is deeply moving to see how wholly hostile new- 
comers capitulate before the Gospel. I worked with 
Berlin proletariat lads. One must not forget that 
two inches of asphalt lie between them and mother 
earth, On the third day the liveliest Communist among 
them said all at once: “It’s funny. That which I 
have always longed for, which answers to the deep- 
est within me, you seem to have. Of the Church I 
want nothing. But when a diamond [the Gospel] 
falls into the street, it is still a diamond even if lying 
in filth, And I stoop down and pick it up.’ That 
was his confession of acceptance of the Gospel. 

“Again two Communists came for a week. They 
were gripped by the Gospel. When they got back 
to their comrades they said, ‘We still fight for the 
social uplift of the wage-worker, but we are now 
Christians.’ A passionate fight against them broke 
out, and they found themselves one evening surrounded 
by comrades, some of whom, with drawn knives, were 
ready to cut them down. They quickly set themselves 
shoulder to shoulder in self-defense and sought by 
reasoning ‘to hold their opponents off. When they 
saw that nothing availed their arms fell and they said, 
‘We will not defend owfselves. Stab us if you will, 
but Christidns we remain till the last breath.’ They 
were left in peace. Weeks later the leader of the 
attacking band confessed himself conquered by the 
Gospel. 


“In the first conference-days one meets distrust 


mountain-high. Not a few wish to leave, fearing that 
efforts are being made to capture them for some scheme 
or party. Again and again astonishment breaks out 
at what. they hear of the Gospel. One could talk for 
hours of experiences at these gatherings. If the wage- 
working brother was not dear to one before, he be- 
comes so in these open talks twixt man and man, and 
I dare affirm that he in general stands nearer the 
Gospel than his educated brother. 

“Out of these group-meetings a training system has 
grown. The especially gifted are developed by dif- 
ferent methods in a four-weeks’ people’s normal course. 
Around these courses are ranged the so-called ‘bat- 
tling groups’ in which, for a whole year and under 
the leadership of a captain out of their own circle 
they continue their studies. This is the decisive thing, 
for organizations are worthless without living person- 
alities. As a rule we recognize five stages of mis- 
sionary activity, — first, among family and. relatives; 
secondly, missionary attack in workshop and factory; 
thirdly, in the parish by house-to-house visitation ; 
fourthly, by witness and discussion in freethinkers’ 
meetings; fifthly, by missionary polemic in ‘polemic 
weeks.’ The wage-worker thinks of the pulpit as a 
paid agency, but when a mechanic or a miner under- 
takes for the Gospel and in the first evenings (of these 
polemic weeks) defends it in public speech against all 
attacks, it finds a far readier hearing. A whole series 
of objections at once falls away in the hearts of the 
hearers. These ‘warriors’ from the army of Com- 
munists and freethinkers know best how to carry the 
flag of the cross into enemy ranks.. When some weeks 
ago three hundred of our men were on the spot and 
went forward to counter-attack in the discussion, the 
orator said, ‘What in the world has happened to the 
Church? One knows it no longer!’ He will have 
a further taste of this thing. We neéd not gaze hepe- 
lessly into the future but we must mobilize. As soon 
as men are found with courage and joy for Gospel 
witness that promise will be fulfilled: ‘He shall divide 
the spoil with thé strong.’ ” 

So far Pastor °Schwefe. Others are laboring along 
similar lines. Dr. Hans Berg is an attorney who for 
a dozen years has worked as a volunteer evangelist 
among the alienated wage-workers. He, too, depends 
mvch on discussion meetings, for these crowds don’t 
want to be preached to merely ;-they want their doubts 
and questions answered. “The speaker must have 
regard to the real difficulties which his audience feels. 
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These must be handled in the spirit of Christ yet with 
realism. No sentimental pandering to materialism of 
a religious-social type. Paul held discussions for 


‘three months with unbelieving Jews (Acts 19:8). 


The best preparation is a good knowledge of Scripture, 
much prayer for the leading of the Spirit, and a con- 
sistent walk in the light.” 

On one occasion Dr, Berg had spoken in a hall 
and continued his talk in the church. A Communist 
came to the church to see if the speaker would be 
as straightforward there as in the first meeting place. 
He was disarmed when Berg told his church audience 
that their lives were a chief hindrance to. those out- 
side the church, When a freethinker shouted: “We 
leave Heaven to the sparrows,” Berg’s answer came 
straight as a bullet, “That is why you so often have 
hell on earth.” 

“I have in my pocket plans for wrecking the rail- 
ways in the coming world revolution,” said one. “After 
hearing you I abandon the plan to reform the world 
by violence. How can I get peace of mind?” The 
pastor of his home town describes him now as “the 
most faithful member of my Bible class.” 

Dr. Berg is often threatened. His meetings are, 
more than often, stormy. He is extending his min- 
istry by arranging for wage-workers’ summer vaca- 
tions in Christian homes in the country. 

A locksmith in a village near Berlin began work 
among the de-Christianized villages at the gates of 
that city. With the help of some friends he put to- 
gether a true gypsy-wagon and invited a Lutheran 
pastor to join him in larger circuits. In it they cooked 
and slept and from its steps preached the Gospel. 
“My companion, the locksmith, was formerly a Com- 
munist party official and speaker at street meetings. 
Then as it happened an evangelist came into his town. 
The young party official stood up in opposition to 
these efforts ‘to stupefy the people.’ But the might 
of the preached word and the prayers of a devout 
mother made of this Saul a Paul. As a consequence 
he passed through bitter trials of which he does not 
now talk. Finally he went to the Rauhe Haus in 
Hamburg for training as an evangelist. 

“We moved out on Monday evening with the wagon 
to the great village market-place of M—— and drew 
up near the war monument. The annoyance of the 
village mayor, who took us for gypsies planting our 
team directly near a civic monument, was soon ap- 
peased. Milk and margarine and potatoes were bought. 
We knocked at every door and invited the folk to the 
evening meetings, explaining that it cost nothing. It 
was in the heat of harvest time, yet the attendance 
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was surprisingly large. We had to begir late, usually 
after nine, and before the meeting sang hymns which 
opened doors and windows. The people listened. quietly. 
On the third evening, however, there came forward 
out of the darkness a half-dozen men who challenged 
my co-worker. They wished to be sure whether he 
really had been.a Communist. We were soon in warm 
exchange of opinions. I certainly would not have 
lost that evening out of my life for anything, that 
evening in which by the dull lamp on the gypsy-wagon 
I discussed with dyed-in-the-wool Communists until 
after midnight. They had for the first time in their 
lives ‘come upon real Christians,’ as they said, and 
now had quite a different conception of a pastor. How 
important it is that we pastors really go among the 
people. I think of the Lord Jesus, how simply he 
preached on the streets, on the mountain-side, by sea- 
shore, — talking with publican and sinner concerning 
the Kingdom of God. And we can do the same.” 

One thing more. The locksmith-evangelist: reported 
that the people said, “They sit in their cage all day 
and collect money in the evening.” After that there 
were no more collections. “And that the people may 
not say, ‘You do nothing,’ I shail next summer go in 
the daytime from house to house tinkering and patch- 
ing kettles,” 

A similar Gospel wagon has had a more trying 
reception. This is the Kantate wagon in charge of 
Bruder Witzel.. In Roswitz the storm broke loose. 
Over a thousand Communists were summoned from 
neighboring villages to break up the meetings. One 
sees how the Communists movement is as much anti- 
God as social-utopian, for this poor little wagon, 
preaching the Gospel of grace, is certainly no capital- 
ist phenomenon, no menace to the red paradise of the 
future, and to bring up a mob of a thousand to drown 
its message is not unlike killing house flies with ma- 
chine guns. The brave German Communists, no doubt 
well-loaded with their national drink, roared out So- 
cialist songs and the village watchman ordered the 
meeting closed. Great Red victory! The two Chris- 
tians in the Gospel wagon were obliged to sit up till 
3 A. M. and, after that, sleep was made impossible 
by a sot sent by the Revolution to keep them awake 
with curses and challenges to come forth. The next 
day the Socialist mayor ordered the Gospel wagon to 
move on since public security was menaced by its 


‘presence. Pastor Fleming says of this incident: “Any 


kind of meeting is tolerated but a religious one. The 
Word preached with boldness and faith is in our day, 
too, an alien thing against which the world rebels 
as it did in Luther’s day and in Paul’s.” 





Revelation Better Than Imagination 


May I presume to add a word to your very excel- 
lent, wise, answer to the Ontario inquirer under 


caption, ‘Does Know Everything?” in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times for April 16? What I would 
add is, that we cannot imagine a God who does not 
know everything. To conclude that he (to speak 
most reverently) could possibly not know all things, 
is just —that far—to undeify him. 

I, as well as your Ontarie correspondent, have to 
deal with university young people; and when any- 
thing like the matter of Ged’s attributes — omnis- 
cience, omnipotence, etc. — comes before us, my usual 
way of dealing with the subject is to declare, in my 
blunt. way, that we must not try to measure God with 
our two-foot rule. 

In the Seventy-eighth Psalm we find Jehovah bring- 
ing an indictment against Israel in that they “limited 
the Holy One” (v. 41). 

That “limiting” is a foolish and dangerous busi- 
ness. 

Some years ago a university professor in one of 
the Middle States wrote a book in which he labored 
to demonstrate, by the principles of psychology, that 
God did not know what he or any other person would 
do at any future moment. He forgot that God warns 
us that: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
— than your thoughts” (Isa. 55: 9).—An Idaho 
reader. 


The question “Does God Know Everything?” was 
answered in this department, in the editorial mentioned 
by the Idaho reader, by bringivg together several pas- 
sages of Scripture which indicate that God does in- 
deed know all things and that nothing can be hid from 
him. The Scriptures quoted in this letter are further 
evidence of the ominiscience of God. 

But attention should, perhaps, be called to a single 
weak spot in the argument of the Idaho reader: the 
statement that “We cannot imagine a God who does 
not know everything.” f 

This argument is advanced as further evidence of 
the omniscience of God. But iet us always remember 
that human imagination must have nothing to do with 
our ideas concerning God. The only way we have 








of knowing God is by what he has graciously revealed 
concerning himself, both in the Scriptures and in the 
person and work of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The argument from imagination can be used, and 
often has been used, to attempt to prove things con- 
trary to the Scriptures. And our imagination is never 
a safe guide in matters that are wholly beyond the 
human intellect or comprehension. As the Idaho 
reader well says, “We must not try to measure God 
with our two-foot rule”; equally, we must never try 
to measure God by our two-foot imagination. 

For example, many a Modernist says he cannot 


- imagine a God who would be so unjust and unloving 


as to ask his innocent Son to die in the place of guilty 
sinners. Deciding by the pathetically limited and igno- 
rant imagination of the human intellect, what God 
should or should not be, the Modernist rejects God’s 
own revelation concerning the substitutionary sacri- 
fice of Christ as the sinner’s Saviour, and puts imagina- 
tion above revelation. The passage in Isaiah quoted 
by the Idaho reader, telling us that God’s ways and 
thoughts are higher than our ways and thoughts, is 
a warning against letting our imagination attempt to 
decide anything as to the character and actions of God. 

There are many mysteries in the purposes and acts 
of God. Our minds cannot see through them; our 
imaginations cannot think of any way of explaining 
or even ‘justifying them. But our faith can humbly, 
trustfully accept, without attempting to see or under- 
stand or imagine, all that God is and all that God does. 
As a stalwart old officer of the Civil War once said to 
the former Editor of THE SuNDAY ScHoot Times, H. 
Clay. Trumbull: “Understand, God? Of course I 
don’t understand God. I could not trust a God whom 
I could understand.” And the apostle Paul said the 
same thing in inspired language when he wrote: 
“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding. out! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be 
the glory for ever. Amen.” 

















a a ee ee ee ee 


Sn See Se eS CUT 









Lesson for. October 2 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* 487 








— 


The Menace of Religious Union“on: the. Campus 











What attitude should evangelical Christians take ? 


By Milo F. Jamison, M.A: -Th.B. 














HERE are 1,085,709 young people enrolled in 

the universities and colleges of the United States. 

There are 4,790,867 more attending our high 
schools.1 Even a casual survey will reveal that the 
vast majority of these young people know nothing 
about the Bible and the facts of Christianity. They 
have never had a definite contact with a vital Chris- 
tian message. The only time many of them hear or 
use the name of God or Christ is in profanity or 
ridicule. A considerable number are “religious” and 
enjoy engaging in philosophical speculation on religious 
questions, but they know nothing of Christianity in 
the Bible sense of the word. 

That the trend of modern education is away from 
faith in Jesus Christ is a self-evident fact. Whereas 
almost every one of the older universities of America 
was founded by the evangelical Church upon a Chris- 
tian basis, today an institution of higher learning to 
which the sons and daughters of Christian parents 
can be sent without having their faith attacked in 
classroom and campus is a rare exception. Materiai- 
istic philosophy, evolutionary science, pantheistic liter- 
ature, behavioristic psychology, and paganistic morality 
all combine to tear down belief in Christ and the 
Bible, thus robbing our youth of the Christian ideal- 
ism on which this great nation was founded. Most 
young people of today have absolutely no conception 
of either the message or the purpose of the Bible 
except the misinformation which they have gleaned 
from newspapers or popular magazines, 

The resulting spiritual decadence among young peo- 
ple is proverbial. To send a young person to a 
university has become almost synonymous with send- 
ing him into skepticism and agnosticism. Further- 
more, indifference and ignorance of the Bible and its 
standards has resulted in warped moral perceptions 
and an amused attitude of condescension toward all 
religion, which is robbing the churches of our land 
ot thousands of America’s finest young people. 

Even the young people who have been brought up 
in Christian homes and who have received the train- 
ing offered through our Sunday-schools and churches 
are scarcely prepared to meet the soul-destroying at- 
tacks. of minkeen cynical skepticism found in many 
university centers. All too often university education 
‘results in the ruination rather than the salvation of 
our youth. Certainly some solution must be found if 
we are to prevent the youth of our land from. being 
swept away from a firm faith in God and his Word. 


The Near-Sightedness of the Church 


Contrary to popular opinion, the problem is not one 
of being unable to cope avith the much-advertised 
skepticism and agnosticism of the campus; rather, it 
is a case of gross neglect and inexcusable indifference 
on the part of Christian people. On the whole, the 
conservative Christian Church has surrendered this 
strategic field without a struggle. The hue and cry 
heard on all sides among pastors and Christian leaders 
is that young people cannot be held to the Church, 
The fact is that very little honest and intelligent effort 
is being made to keep the young people of our uni- 
versities true to a real Christian faith. 

Nowhere has the near-sightedness of the Church 
been more manifest than in its expenditure of millions 
of dollars for equipment. and personnel to give Chris- 
tian education to children up through the high school 
years, only to send them to some university or college 
where they will be pitted against the keenest intellects 
and most disturbing social influences without the guid- 
ing hand of competent Christian leadership. It is 
almost folly to expect that young people in the im- 
maturity and instability of the coliege age can, without 
help, survive the forces of materialistic agnosticism 
which pervade our university centers in every section 
of the country. The result is clearly seen in the many 
instances of young people sent to the university en- 
thusiastic for the cause of Christ, who come out 
skeptics and agnostics, cold and lifeless so far as the 
Church is concerned. 

In the first article in this series (in the Trmes of 
September 10) reference was made to the failure of 
old agencies in the carrying on of an evangelical tes- 
timony on the campus. Years ago the Y. M. C. A,, 
the Y. W. C. A., and the Student Volunteer move- 
ment were born in answer to the imperative need of 
our youth problem. All three of these organizations 
were evangelical, evangelistic, and thoroughly con- 
servative; teaching and preaching Christ and clearly 
presenting the message of the Bible. They carried 





1 Figures for -year 1929-30, from the Statistical Office, 
United States Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C. 


on an intensive and effective work in our educational 
centers throughout the land. One of the outstanding 
characteristics that marked the growth of these great 
incerdenominational efforts was their positive, aggres- 
sive testimony. Today many of the leaders in these 
organizations have laid aside a positive, evangelical, 
and evangelistic testimony, and in some places, at least, 
are repudiating the very principles upon which .Chris- 
tianity is founded. These statements do not need to 
be proved; they are admitted by all who have any in- 
telligent conception of our young people’s situation, 


Dangerous Union 


Some-years ago there arose a new movement which 
is now seeking to supplant and incorporate within 
its jurisdiction the work formerly carried on by the 
Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., and the Student Vol- 
unteer Movement. It is the logical conclusion of an 
alliance between denominational ecclesiasticism and the 
modernistic cry for religious unity. According to 
bulletins issued by its own sponsors, “it started at 
the University of Pennsylvania more than twenty-five 
years ago.” It was carried to Cornell and various 
other university centers. In its beginnings it was a 
perfectly natural and wise union between those evan- 
gelical Protestant denominations who felt they could 
work in harmonious fellowship on the university 
campus, As such, there is no question that would be 
raised by the most zealous Conservative. To bind 
together those who have a common faith in Jesus Christ 
as the living Son of God and the only Saviour for 
a sinful, lost humanity, and thus to present a common 
front to the encroachment of all false philosophies and 
pagan ideals, is a most worthy goal. The University 
Bible Clubs have been built on this basis with young 
people of more than twenty-five different denomina- 
tions joining together in an avowedly evangelical and 
conservatively Christian movement on the campus. 

But the development of the United Religious Work 





For the past five years the University Bible 
Ctubs have been laboring in schools and col- 
leges of California to establish a clear-cut, 
evangelical testimony on the modern university 
campus. The leaders of this movement, while 
avowedly Conservative, have sought to main- 
tain a considerate, kindly Christian spirit toward 
those who may disagree with their message and 
methods. They deplore the necessity of ear- 
nestly contending for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, but if they are to be obedient to 
the command of Scripture they are sometimes 
compelled to present clearly the issues involved 
in the drift of the day. 


For the information of those who may accuse 
the Conservatives of “always picking a fight,” 
these articles on “Christ and the Campus,” be- 
gun in last week’s issue, show that a double 
first blow has been struck by the “Unionists.” 


First, an attempt has been made to penetrate 
and take over the university field while the 
evangelicals were occupied on other fronts. This 
effort has been carried on under the sanction of 
authorized denominational action, with few Con- 
servatives realizing what is going on. 


The second attack has been more open. 
“Unionists” (those who advocate co-operation 
with those who deny the deity of Jesus Christ 
and the infallibility and inspiration of the Bible 
as the very Word of God) and “Modernists” 
have combined in the effort to drive an avowedly 
conservative, evangelical Christian testimony 
from the campus. The cry is made that no of- 
fense is intended and that an open attack has 
not been made. However, the facts speak for 
themselves. 


The situation seems much like that state which 
existed in China recently when Japan would 
not declare war, but continued,to use her ma- 
chine guns and bombs in a most effective man- 
ner. The question that must be faced is, “Will 
the evangelical Church of Christ give up the 
university field without a struggle?” Dare we 
let the opposition win by the use of their bat- 
tle-cry of “Peace, peace,” when they themselves 
are carrying on an aggressive warfare? Let 
us pray that the Church will awake to the peril 
of compromise! 

















program as it is being carried on in our university 
centers has gone far beyond a merely co-operative 
movement of Protestant Christian denominatiéns work- 
ing together for the salvation of our youth. That 
was the old ‘program of the Y. .M..C. A., the Y. W. 
C. A., and the Student Volunteers before they yielded 
to the encroachments of “a modernized Gospel.” The 
new program has become surcharged with danger from 
the standpoint of evangelical Christianity because there 
have been brought into these religious unions, not only 
evangelical Protestant denominations, but also repre- 
sentatives of religions which deny the deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his work on Calvary. 

The plan, as now fostered, is to form a religious cor- 
poration in each university center which will gather 
together the official representatives of the various faiths 
operating on the campus, thus forming a religious union 
or combine. Subscriptions are solicited and a build- 
ing is erected to house the activities of these religious 
representatives of the various faiths. Literature is 
prepared and distributed on the campus in the name of 
the United Religious effort, and students are invited 
to come to this “modern Pantheon of the Campus” 
and select the religion which appeals most to them. 

The whole movement is characterized as “a unique 
experiment of a single approach to the problem of the 
university student and his religion.” To quote from 
a statement of one of the Cornell bulletins: “The 
Cornell United Religious Work unifies men of vary- 
ing approaches to the religious meaning of life. It 
focuses upon the things which unite rather than upon 
those which divide. It aims to provide opportunities 
for spiritual growth commensurate with other oppor- 
tunities available to Cornell men.” All of which might 
sound well if the list of religions in this United move- 
ment were not known. However, at Cornell, Method- 
ists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and 
Episcopalians join hands with Jews, Catholics, Uni- 
tarians, and Christian Scientists, 

Lest these words be misconstrued and the cry of 
intolerance be raised, let me hasten to say that we be- 
lieve that many of the men whose names stand as 
sponsors of these corporations are consecrated, earnest 
Christian men whose doctrinal beliefs would not be 
questioned by any evangelical Christian. And further- 
more, we believe that the rank and file of the denomi- 
nations which are “officially” backing this movement 
do not realize the compromising nature of the alliance 
which is being set up in our schools. 


The Fallacy in Union 


On the surface, the plan can be made to appear very 
appealing. This is a day of combines and unions. The 
tendency everywhere is to minimize differences and 
eliminate the distinctive features of Christianity as 
against the various great world religions. The rally- 
ing cry is, “Forget your differences and unite in a 
common belief in God.” Furthermore, this movement 
appeals because it takes to itself some of the Bible 
statements concerning Christian unity and brotherly 
love. Those who oppose the effort to form these re- 
ligious corporations in our university centers are 
called “narrow-minded bigots” and “intolerant separa- 
tionists.” Non-conformity to the recognized programs 
set up by the denominational machines is termed “in- 
surgency,” and every effort is made to stifle a clear 
presentation of the facts as they exist. 

The fallacy in this entire union movement lies in 
the fact that no distinction is drawn between Chris- 
tianity and religion. From the standpoint of religion, 
union and confederacy is the natural answer to the 
university problem. The position of the “religionists” 
might be stated as follows: 

“There are many possible solutions to the world’s 
ills which are offered by the various great world 
religions and philosophies. It does not make much dif- 
ference what faith you accept, if only there is a cer- 
tain amount of sincerity in your belief. The real 
object of all religious life is to develop a better under- 
standing between us and our fellow man. Therefore 
the major effort should be placed upon those things 
which unite rather than divide.. International peace, 
inter-racial good will, the furtherance of great moral 
and political reforms, and mutual understanding of 
the many possible solutions to the questions of life 
offered by the various world religions and philosophies, 
are the things which we should stress in our churches 
and our universities. The need of the student today 
is for a clearer appreciation of spiritual values. An 
understanding of any great religion will ge far toward 
supplying that spiritual life and moral help which 
the student needs in order to combat the forces of 
(Continued on page 490) 
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insists on the need of a Gipfelmensch, a man 

towering above all others, “one who will bring 
salvation to mankind, to whom God will entrust the 
one eternal task of world history, one who with un- 
paralleled spiritual power will conquer the hearts of 
millions of men and those of generations yet unborn, 
one who will redeem each individual as though he alone 
existed and who will also create the great community 
of the redeemed. And this Man, whom the Most 
High will send, must have power to deal with the 
age-long struggle of mankind with sin.” 

This is a fairly complete description of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But the veil is but partially removed 
from Jewish eyes and this flight of Christian rhetoric 
comes down rocket-like in dull Jewish self-satisiac- 
tion, — “We must found a community in order to pro- 
duce from among ourselves the Gipfelmensch.” 

Dr. Freehof, in his new book, “The Stormers of 
Heaven,” acknowledges that “the consciousness of the 
presence of God has come to millions of men and 
women through Jesus. . . . The significant fact is that 
time has not faded the vividness of his image. He 
is still the living comrade of countless lives. No Mos- 
lem ever says, ‘Mohammed, lover of my soul’ nor does 
any Jew say of Moses, ‘I need thee every hour.’ ” 

Of Christian conversion the same writer says: “Paul 
was taken by storm on the road to Damascus; Augus- 
tine suddenly hears a verse and becomes a Christian ; 
Francis, too, and Luther. Judaism is patient disci- 
pline; Christianity is sudden deliverance. Judaism is 
concerned with social development; Christianity is a 
personal revolution. There is an explosive power in 
the Christian faith which can capture the souls of 
men in the calmest moment of their self-contentment, 
tear down their spiritual organization and build it 
upon a new plan.” 

Dr. Claude Montefiore says many appreciative things 
of Christian Scripture. Of the fourth chapter of the 
First Epistle of John with its teaching that God is 
love he writes: “It is ¢dle to attempt to minimize or 
to pare away the greatness of these moving and won- 
derful words, and it would be foolish to argue that 
goodness or righteousness could be put equally well 
in the place.of love. The Christian and the author 
of the Epistle means something more forthcoming, 
more passionate, more venturous, more self-sacrificing, 
more eager, more giving than. can honestly be said to 
be connoted by righteousness or goodness. It is the 
virtue which, as the author of the Gospel says, does 
in its height cause a man to lay down his life for his 
friend. It is the virtue which drives a man forth to 
save, to redeem and to forgive. That virtue is more 
than goodness or righteousness. It is charged with 
emotion. It is filled with longing and yearning.” 


Gj on Jewish writer, Nathan Birnbau-s, 


While rejoicing in the prosperity of the evangel- 
ical churches in Brazil one should not forget the 
men who laid their foundations. Mrs. Sydenstricker 
of Campo Bello, Brazil, tells the story of the great 
Brazilian evangelical pioneer, José Manuel Conceicao, 
a name still to conjure with, He was a priest in the 
town of Brotas in the state of Sao Paulo, eloquent 
and honest. He was also a great lover of horses and 
directed « horse race every Sunday after mass. If 
you wanted to go to the race you had to make it clear 
that you had been at the mass preceding! 

Now it happened that he was on a certain occasion 
asked to preach a sermon on St. Anthony of Padua, 
the saint who helps you to find things as every Cath- 
oli¢ knows, and hence a popular, useful, and even in- 
dispensable saint. Conceicao was tired of retailing the 
usual stories regarding him and determined to find 
something fresh. So, he turned to the big Latin Bible 
in his church, He had never read it before. He 
began at Genesis and continued on. To his amaze- 
ment he found nothing of St. Anthony in the whele 
book, but he found many other things, among them 
the pearl of great price. He was converted, stopped 
his races, and began preaching the Bible. 

The bishop intervened and Conceicao started out as 
a roving evangelist. He ran across A. G. Simonton, 
a pioneer missionary, who ordained him. His jour- 
neys, always on feot, togk him from Barbacena in 
the state of Minas to Ponta Grossa in Parana 55,000 
miles. “He was persecuted, stoned, refused food, but 
his indomitable spirit would not be downed, and he 
kept on. Churches sprang up. Veteran missionaries 
today say that.we owe it to José Manuel Conceicao 
and to Chamberlain his ‘follow-up’ friend that there 
are 50,000 Presbyterians in Brazil today instead of 
the four or five thousand which the usual methods 
would have harves‘ed.” 

This indefatigable evangelist died in a military hos- 


pital after being picked up unconscious on the road. 
He testified to the officer in charge, and this colonel 
turned to Christ and later wrote a book of great value 
to the Christian cause. But the next officer who suc- 
ceeded to the control of the hospital was a clerical 
and ordered the removal of Conceicao’s body from 
the military cemetery in which it had been interred. 
So his bones were taken to Sao Paulo by his old 
friend Chamberlain ard his grave can ‘be found in 
the mission plot of the old Protestant Cemetery in 
Sao Paulo, an appropriate place for this Sao Paulo, 
or = Paul, of Brazil to await the trump of the arch- 
angel. 


_ Contemporary Christian Biography.—Paul Bell 
is. missionary to the Mexicans at Bastrop, Texas. 


Seven years ago he was to be seen, shovel in hand,. 


digging the foundations for a school building. His 
wife ran the truck in which the sand for building was 
carried. Mexican boys sifted it. There was no money 
in hand for building materials. 

Nevertheless the building now stands complete, a 
property valued at $35,000. All the labor was con- 
tributed. 

Mr. Bell started on foot in 1913 preaching the un- 
searchable riches of Christ to Mexican immigrants in 
Texas. He covered all central Texas up and down 
the Colorado River. During all this time he appealed 





The Gospel 


the Best Policeman 








A worker in the London Missionary Soci- 
ety in Madagascar can see from a certain 
point a hundred hills, all bearing traces of 
having been once inhabited. Before the 
coming of the Gospel villages were built on 
the highest points and long, sheltered path- 
ways were dug out on the mountain-sides 
as approaches to them. This was necessary 
as a protection against enemies when the 
residents went to the stream or spring at the 
base of the mountain for their supply of 
water. To live in the plain or.beside streams 
was simply to court death. When settle- 
ments were made lower down they were pro- 
tected by great moats fifteen to twenty feet 
deep and the bridge entrance was guarded 
by a great stone rolled before the gate at 
sundown. Today the hill fortresses are 
all abandoned, the fosses, or excavated ap- 
proaches, are used for the planting of coffee 
trees. Life is as secure in Madagascar as in 
the New England country villages. 











to his denominational board to establish a seminary 
for young Mexican preachers at San Antonio. In 
vain! He therefore determined to go ahead himself 
to erect a training school for preachers and Mexi- 
can young women evangelists.” There are at present 
twenty-five young men whom he is training to preach 
and to do personal work among Mexicans. 

“With two tents and a truck,” says Home and -For- 
eign Fields, “all of which he and his boys have made 
or assembled, his entire school goes for a two-weeks’ 
campaign into a town where there are Mexicans. The 
small tent provides eating and sleeping quarters, while 
the large tent is a schoolroom by day and an evan- 
gelistic auditorium by night. On week days all the 
school life goes on unperturbed in the town: studying 
is done and recitations held regularly. Each evening 
the seats are arranged and the Gospel is preached 
to the local Mexicans. On Sunday morning the space 
under the tent is divided by side walls and a depart- 
mentalized Sunday-school carried on. Mr. Bell and 
his workers organize a local Sunday-school in every 
campaign and leave a good working Mexican Sunday- 
school in the town. Then he moves to another needy 
field. Last summer 275 Mexicans were won to Christ 
in these campaigns; during the year over 400.” 

Another Pauline plan is under way. A bus is to be 
started Saturday morning of each week down the 
highway to the coast via Gonzales and Victoria. This 





will take care of Mexican evangelism in twenty south 
Texas towns. It may be added that Mr. Bell’s great 
heart has gone out to the orphaned Mexican children 
and he has in his building at Bastrop eighteen of these 
little ones whom he cares for. 


Some brands from the burning are mentioned by 
Mr. De Ross in his Mexican mission paper. Braulio 
was a drunken bartender and ardent Romanist, devoted 
to the Holy Trinity. He carried a small photo rep- 
resenting the Trinity in his pocket and burned candles 
before a large picture near his bed. When his wife 
and daughter were converted he drove them from his 
house with knife and foul language. But one day the 
Spirit of God moved him and he became the Lord’s 
prisoner and abandoned drink-selling. Later he served 
as~ pastor of the local church for three years until 
his death. A truly born-again man! 

Luisa was keeper of a house of ill-fame. “One 
morning another. worker and I knocked at Luisa’s 
door. She invited us in and drank in the story of 
God’s revealed love. That same night she closed her 
house. - Her first act. after accepting Christ was to 
seek her friend Josefana, a sinner with a fighting dis- 
position who even used a knife in market quarrels. 
Josefana needed God and knew it. She had long since 
lost faith in the Church of Rome. She needed no 
persuasion to enter into rest and full pardon through 
the blood shed once for all. She met with opposition 
at home. Bitter tears would choke the voice of this 
devoted woman when she prayed in public asking God 
to remember her drunken husband and sons and harlot 
daughter. i 

“IT asked her one day how she could maintain her 
prayer life in these surroundings. Her eyes shone with 
joy unspeakable while they filled with tears. ‘Pastor,’ 
she said, ‘during working and waking hours there is 
neither time nor place in this house for prayer. I have 
asked a special favor of God,—to waken me at night 
when all the family is asleep and allow me communion 
with him. He has granted my request. I awake at 
about two every morning and spend.time in prayer.’ 
Can you see that saint of God kneeling in that hum- 
ble room where, wrapped in their ;serapes on their 
mats, her kin are sleeping off their debauches?” 


Missions in a Cross-Fire.—M. Louis Pierard, Bel- 
gian Socialist deputy, denounces in Le Peuple of 
Brussels an auto da fe of fetishes which took place 
at Kibokolo on the Congo. “These new iconoclasts 
are Protestant missionaries who are thus drying up 
the sources of Negro art. Will our new Minister of 
Coionies longer suffer these maniacs of evangelism?” 

M. Pierard has no word for the abominations of 
Catholic persecutions in present-day Congoland. The 
Congo Protestant Council has issued a call to prayer 
because’ of the critical situation. This situation it 
lays “solely to the excesses and assaults in the name 
of the religion of the Roman Catholic Church.” It 
specifies intimidations of chiefs, cruel flogging of men 
and women, kidnaping of women and children, destruc- 
tion of Protestant houses of worship and other prop- 
erty. One charming form of Catholic missions is 
mentioned in The Congo Mission News. This is to 
carry off girls from Protestant areas and to keep them 
in Catholic institutions until they are old enough to 
be married. Then they are turned over to Catholic 
husbands. This serves the double purpose of making 
Catholic wives for their adherents and depriving Prot- 
estant men of prospective wives. To finance these 
Catholic missions Pére Vullings of the Mission of the 
Sacred Heart in the Congo has been authorized by the 
Belgian government to carry on a lottery throughout 
the entire kingdom of Belgium. 

Interest in Christianity in Africa.—At Oyem in 
the Gaboon a mass movement of impressive dimensions 
is developing. More than two thousand catechumens 
have inscribed themselves in classes for instruction in 
Christianity. At Grassfield in the Camerouns the Con- 
ference of French Protestant missionaries has received 
messengers from large bodies of pagans asking that 
there be done for them what these missionaries have 
done for the Doulas. At this conference 244 adult 
blacks were baptized. The Rev. C. E. Pugh of the 
English Baptist Mission on the Congo, .a mission pi- 
oneered within a year of Stanley’s emergence from 
the forest, tells us that from thousands of village out- 
posts Christian teachers go /out daily to evangelize. 
This Baptist Mission has 1,300 “bush” school centers 
with 40,000 scholars, the buildings for which cost the 
parent society not one sou. The native church pro- 
vides all for this work. 

The Basel Society’s Church on the Gold Coast num- 
bered 25,000 members in 1917; today, 55,600. One 
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Lesson for October 2 


marked feature of the times is the appearance of trav- 
eling preachers who declare themselves called of God 
by dream or vision to preach the Gospel, as the Sev- 
enty, without money or purse. At times the Basel 
missionaries attach these preachers to their own. itin- 
erating journeys in order to guide and instruct and 
develop them, 

A great spiritual quickening is reported in the East 
African Mission of the American Board. “It began 
at the new station in that mission, Machemje, down 
in the Portuguese Lowlands and spread into British 
Rhodesia, whole kraals and families becoming Chris- 
tian. Certain Chitikinya Christians, suffering intense 
persecutions, gathered to pray on a mountain at night 
and the power of the Holy Spirit came upon them 
ali. They were told, they said, that God had heard 
their prayers and would answer them. One of them 
declared that God told him He would send the people 
to him. Certainly hundreds have come to his kraal, 
listened to his preaching, confessed their sins, and 
returned home to utterly changed lives. Similar move- 
ments have started at Makoho. More than half of 
the 450 students in Mt. Silinda Institute received some 
.special blessing during the meetings of these awakened 
preachers. Two of these students have been on an 
extensive tour, visiting 126 kraals and talking with 
over six hundred people. All through these Portu- 
guese Lowlands little Christian groups are being 
formed. 


Christian Survivals in Moslem Lands.—It is a 
strange fact that in different parts of the Moslem 
world Christian traditions survive underground, and 
may at any time come to the surface with power. One 
thinks of Pomaks of Bulgaria, the very tepid Moslems 
of Albania, the Touregs of North and Northwest Af- 
rica, forcible converts to Mohammedanism in the old 
days. Mr. F. M. Stead of the Kermanshah Orphanage 
tells in The Moslem World of similar phenomena in 
Persia. The Ali Ilahi sect speak of themselves as 
The People of the Truth. They worship and revere 
Benjamin, a mysterious personage until we learn from 
Mr. Stead that while he was in the home of one of 
the principal leaders of the sect he learned from him 
that Benjamin was only another name for Christ. 
The Ali Ilahis of Persia were originally Christians. 
At the time of their subjugation by Islam they sub- 
stituted the name of Benjamin, which means the Son 
‘of the Right Hand, for the name Jesus. 

The Ali Ilahis have a fast lasting three days, fol- 
lowed by a feast alleged to commemorate the time 
when the Lord Jesus lay in the tomb and his resur- 
rection, They have a ceremony much resembling the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at which bread and 
raisins are distributed. They accept readily the doc- 
trine of the Deity of Christ and when we speak of 
him. as the Son of God will often remark, ‘We say he 
is God himself.” “Some of the stanchest and most 
earnest of all the converts I have come in contact with 
in Persia have been from the Ali Ilahis,’ says Mr. 
Stead. “They are open to the Gospel in a way that 
Moslems are not.” He urges a systematic attempt to 
evangelize the Ali Ilahi tribes and villages of Persia. 

The Albanian Bektashi have sixty monasteries. 
Their Mohammedanism is of a very dilute character. 
They even recognize the inspiration of the New Testa- 
ment and treat women with marked kindness and con- 
sideration. The Albanians long since abandoned the 
Turkish script for the Roman, and the British Bible 
Society has published the whole Bible in Albanian. 
These “Sons of the Black Eagle,” forced into Islam 
in centuries past, are awaking. 


From the Medical Missions.—There is a Church 
Missionary Society hospital near Zaria, Northern 
Nigeria. One hot afternoon three little black Hausa 
brothers came up the white, dusty road. They were 
footsore, ragged, and each was burning with a tem- 
perature of over 101. They had come eighty-five 
miles in three days, and explained that the reason 
they had been so slow was that the six-year-old young- 
est could not go faster. 

It seems that the three had been bitten by a tsetse 
fly, carrier of the dread sleeping-sickness, and that 
when their Moslem parents realized what had occurred 
they had driven them from home lest they, too, should 
be taken. The eldest boy, fifteen years of age, deter- 
mined therefore to take his two brothers and make 
for the Christian hospital. With amazing pluck the 
three set off on their long journey, homeless and 
friendless, having to beg their food by the way. Hot 
with fever they pressed on, fighting off the feeling of 
sleep, the older brother now driving the other two, 
now encouraging them, and always waiting for the 
youngest. When they reached their goal they were 
taken in, washed, clothed in clean shirts, and placed 
in three comfortable beds. Here they were cured by 
the proper injections. The Church Missionary Society 
has fifty-two such hospitals in Africa, India, China, 
and elsewhere. 

Dr. Dodd, writing in The Moslem World, asks: 
“How many hospitals have been established by un- 
touched Mohammedan society? How much free work 
for the poor do Moslem doctors do? How much 
provision for the sick and needy is there in a wholly 
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Moslem community? Not much. Moslems need ver- 
bal teaching and explanation. They also sorely 
the embodiment and demonstration, There is m 


saying without doing in their own background. The® 


love of Christ can with winsome power shine in a 
mission hospital through the ordinary daily dealings.” 
Dissimulation and direct lying are ingrained in authen- 
tic Islam. The Christian doctor with his honest diag- 
nosis is trusted by the Mohammedan. During the 
war Dr. Dodd was distfibuting quilts to refugee Kurds 
and the supply ran out. The mob made piteous appeal 
for more, though told that there were none. A local 
Persian, happening by, sized up the situation and 
shouted out, “Be still! Don’t annoy the sahib! He 
says there are no more quilts, therefore it is so. When 
these people speak they speak the truth. They are 
not like us.” 

Dr. Tilsley, nephew and associate of Dan Crawford 
in the Luanza Mission, writes of a native African 
woman whom he found in a hut, an offensive mass of 
ulcers. He could but spend a moment in prayer with 
her and then had to bolt for fresh air. Finally, how- 
ever, with prayer and nursing she was brought back 
to health. Now comes the story. 

“She told me that from the day I first had entered 
her hut she had known of a certainty that she would 
be cured. ‘It was five wet seasons [two and a half 
years] before you came. One night as I lay on my 
mat my hut became filled with a radiant whiteness, and 
I keard a voice saying, “I have a white servant whom 
I have skilled in healing. I shall speak a word in his 
ear, and he shall arise and come to thy hut. He shall 
pray over thee and thou shalt recover.” So from that 
day I waited for deliverance. When you prayed over 





The Superstitious Gambler 





José was a gambler and corrupt politician, 
writes Mr. De Roos of Mexico. His eyes 
were like deep, lustrous, changing pools of 
water. He never gambled unless there were 
three lighted candles on the table, one for 
each person of the Trinity. Superstition, 
witchcraft, and folklore were a very part of 
his being. When a Protestant mission was 
opened next his place he was greatly angered. 
These enemies of God and his Holy Mother 
would bring a curse on him too. One day 
he heard praying in an adjoining room and 
peeped through a crack in the wall. He 
was spellbound at the sight of men and 
women speaking, not to an image, but to 
God himself as to a known friend. He was 
so overcome by what he heard that he deter- 
mined then and there to seek God. The 
gambler became a changed man and an ac- 
ceptable preacher. Till the day in which the 
Lord called him up higher he magnified the 
name of Jesus in a wonderful way. Today 
one of his sons is preaching the Gospel in the 
piaces where the father labored as a pioneer. 
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me I knew you were the healer sent from God, and 
that I should recover.’” 

Kamanze, as she was named, became a devoted Bible 
woman. 


Modernism a Principle of Decay.—Wenn Kirchen 
zu Grunde gehen, gehen sie durch Pfarrer zu Grunde 
(“When churches go to pieces it is through their 
pastors”) is an old German proverb which at times 
is true and at times is not. Yet in the present wreck- 
ing of the church in America it is the theological semi- 
naries and their product that is chiefly to blame. The 
laity are in little syrnpathy with them. Here is a 
typical utterance of a German church wrecker, Pastor 
Hans Hartmann. He tells us, like Fosdick, that the 
Ascension myth is a thing of the past. Its only use 
is as a symbol of the Ascent of Humanity. Its cele- 
bration should be assimilated to that of the first of 
May, the day of Socialism, the day which looks for- 
ward to a rise from economic subjugation, As a day 
of hope, of enthusiasm, of the high flight of the spirit, 
it recovers its original significance of two thousand 
years ago. 

M. Gaston Tournier writes how the filling of French 
Protestant pulpits with pastors from apostate semi- 
naries is driving the people elsewhere. Numbers of 
the faithful quietly leave. Many go to the Salvation 
Army, and “the incredible development which the 
Army has had in France in recent years is in part 
due to this defection from the churches. Less well- 
known is the growth of the Plymouth Brethren in 
France. The Protestant Annuary for 1931 gives them 
only one line in 730 pages, but this little line indicates 
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125 places of worship’in France.” He then goes on 

give, particulars of the growth of this body in 
arfeus sections of France at the expense of the Re- 
“It is,’ he says, “because I am 
profoundly attached to our Reformed Church that I 
feel called to sound the alarm. The evangelical doc- 
trine will not perish. If.they succeed in driving it 
from our historic churches it will find its place else- 
where, to the great loss of those churches, since it 
will carry into the new organizations all the living 
elements of those churches.” More regrettable still 
are the conversions to Rome from French Protestant- 
ism, “more such since the war than during the whole 
nineteenth century.” The insecurity of this Neo-Uni- 
tarianism drives many who seek certainty into that 
church which falsely promises certainty. M. Tournier 
adds that since the doctrinal shifting of the Société 
des Missions, many friends of missions, and they not 
the least important, diminish their gifts or refuse alto- 
gether their support. The consequences are apparent 
in perpetual and increasing deficits. 


Brief Notes.—W. L. Caswell opened business at Old 
Orchard, Maine, in 1905, closing down every Sunday, 
to the wonder and contempt of the beach-hawkers 
and vendors. Yet he has outdistanced all his rivals. 
In 1906 he began to put Scripture texts in his candy 
boxes, and up to the present has used more than 800,- 
ooo verses from twenty-six Scripture passages. This 
has gone all over the world under the name of Scrip- 
ture Verse Candy. Mr. Caswell is a tither, a Gideon 
in the Boston Encampment, and often addresses 
church meetings on faithfulness to the Lord and its 
rewards. .. . Leper Relief has grown greatly in the 
Protestant churches of America. In 1911 the budget 
of the American Mission to Lepers was $15,000; in 


1931, $280,000. Twenty years ago there were very 
few volunteer workers; now hundreds. In at least 
fifty cities the Mission has auxiliaries. A marked 


change in attitude on the part of the governments may 
be a result of this mission’s activities, for at the pres- 
ent time the United States has a hospital for lepers 
in every one of its colonies, and fifty-two nations are 
making surveys looking to the elimination of the 
dreaded disease. ... The railway system of the Vati- 
can state has been linked up with that of Italy and 
the way made plain for papal travel. The papal train 
has dark crimson coaches with the papal arms in 
bronze. Within it is finished in rose ‘damask. The 
throne is built of precious woods, and the altar adorned 
with a painting of great value. . . . Ground has 
been broken for the erection of a nine story Bible 
House in Rio de Janeiro which will house many other 
evangelical interests as well as the American Bible 
Society. .. . Valparaiso University, Indiana, acquired 
by the Lutherans five years ago, is a true Christian 
college. “Students and faculty members bow the knee 
before their Creator in chapel services each day and 
thank him for his unspeakable gift from Heaven.” 
The young men and women are called into conference 
concerning their prayer life, daily Bible reading, church 
attendance, and attendance at Chisannden, It consti- 
tutes an answer on the part of American Lutheranism 
to the materialist trend of present-day education. .. . 
The St. Hilary (Cornwall) Church of England case 
has brought out that in addition to all the other curi- 
ous doings. by the ritualists there was the use of a 
rayer for “Pius, our Pope.” ... Ewery day by his 
jesty’s orders there is read on the quarter-deck of 
every ship in the British Navy, a prayer which makes 
it clear that under Providence Navy is in being 
to give peace and protection to all and sundry, who- 
ever they might he and wherever they might go, trav- 
eling on their lawful occasions... . The London Daily 
Mail reports the placing by the Vatican with the Mar- 
coni Company of Genoa of an order for a large num- 
ber of receiving. sets of special design. These sets 
are.to be distributed to all diplomatic representatives 
of the Holy See and all cardinals and archbishops 
residing abroad. They are specially constructed to 
receive the short-wave messages transmitted from the 
Vatican station. Certain hours are to be appointed 
in which the owners of these sets will listen for com- 
munications from the Vatican. . . . The large island 
of Hainan off the China coast was first evangelized 
in 1860 by the Danish sea-captain Carl Jeremiassen 
who on his conversion left Chinese government em- 
loyment in the coast guard to pioneer Christian work. 
order better to meet the needs of this field he 
studied medicine under Dr, J. G. Kerr in the Ameri- 
can Presbyterian Hospital, Canton. Then alone, save 
for the company of a single colporteur, he started in. 
Now the fiftieth anniversary is being celebrated by 
the five hundred Protestant churches of the island. 
.. . Professor Simpson, who knows much of Russia, 
tells us that many laymen have been ordained to the 
Russian priesthood so that when the priest in a church 
fs arrested or exiled a layman may take his place. 
“When a priest is in earnest about religion he is soon 
arrested. Immediately from no one knows where 
some one appears to take his place,—it may be a 
doctor or an engineer,—and says, ‘I am a priest, I 
have been ordained,’ and carries on the work. Within 
a short time he, too, may be jailed whem yet another 
rises to take the place. 


GoTHENBURG, SWEDEN. 
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Menace of Religious Union on the Campus 
(Continued from page 487) 


pure paganism and materialism. We should concen- 
trate our efforts upon social betterment, the discussion 
of industrial problems, in the attempt to solve the 
great questions of illiteracy, poverty, and inequality 
as they prevail in the world today. Our joint pro- 
gram of activity between leaders and students of great 
religious faiths will usher in a new era of mutual 
understanding and good will. We must exclude any 
references to those points of difference which would 
result in lack of harmony and disagreement, and em- 
phasize common points of interest as discovered in 
mutual discussions and in philosophy, philanthropy, 
and social service programs.” 

Such is the platform of the Unionist. 

That there are certain advantages in uniting with 
our fellow man regardless of creed or faith in mutual 
discussions and the promotion of philanthropic and 
civic enterprises is not questioned. The true Chris- 
tian will want to aid in every possible way any good 
and worth-while cause. However, there are two un- 
derlying questions that should be fearlessly faced. 

First, can Christianity unite in such a program with- 
out yielding the very heart of its message? 

Second, will the proposed remedy really cure the 
disease from which this old world is suffering? 

If the only problem involved among our young peo- 
ple were that of a more or less superficial disagree- 
ment as to the answers to social and ethical questions, 
the method suggested might prove efficacious. How- 
ever, if the Bible revelation is accepted, that the fun- 
damental problem lies in the fact that the world’s 
sickness is caused by sin, and that the only solution 
for the sin question is to be found in the redemptive 
work wrought by the death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross, then the proposed program of united religious 
activity fails utterly. There is only one faith in the 
world today that attempts a comprehensive answer 
to the sin question, and that is Christianity. Personal 
salvation and the regeneration of heart and mind 
through the cleansing, atoning work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is not a message that can be joined to a com- 
posite picture formed by a united program of religion 
with its primary emphasis upon moral reformation and 
social education. 

The tendency of today is to support religious move- 
ments which give a meré moral and religious sedative 
while not curing the real disease. The true evangelical 
position is that there is a vital and eternal difference 
between Bible Christianity and all other faiths, in- 
cluding the liberal Modernism which often poses under 
the guise of Christianity. 

Whereas the world urges “co-operation,” the Bible 
commands “separation.” There is an imperative neces- 
sity resting upon evangelical Christianity to maintain 
a clear-cut Bible and Christ-centered testimony which 
will not be compromised in any way by alliances or 
associations with non-Christian movements or agencies. 
Fundamental underlying differences must be admitted, 

and the Bible position should be maintained that “the 
' ox and the ass cannot plow together.” 

The evangelical Christian respects the right of every 
individual to accept the faith of his choice, but he 
also holds that it is for the best interests of the evan- 
gelical cause on the campus that a separate and dis- 
tinctly Christian testimony be maintained, thus pre- 
venting confusion in the minds of students and the 
public. It can scarcely be denied that, when there is 
co-operation between diametrically oppesed systems of 
thought, there must be compromise somewhere. Those 
who know the facts realize that the Roman Catholics, 
the Jews, the Unitarians, the Christian Scientists, and 
the Modernists do not compromise. Who, then, is to 
yield when there is a union between these faiths and 
true Christianity? The fact of the matter is that the 
Protestant evangelicals are the ones who are expected 
to “go the second mile” and grant the major part of 
the concessions that are made. 

While there is much on the surface that seems to 
commend this united religious work movement as be- 
ing Christian in theory, vet the actual methods em- 
eg reveal the true character of the movement. 

ew evangelical Protestants fully realize what is tak- 
ing place in our educational centers. To state it in 
plain language, these religious corporations which are 
being formed are seeking to gain a monopoly of the 
presentation of religion in these school centers. In 
theory, the united religious work program allows every 
faith to present its teachings without the slightest 
effort to coerce or force any particular mode of opera- 
tion. In actual’ practice, however, the evangelical 
Christian is not allowed freedom to maintain his posi- 
tion. ' 


The next article in this series will set forth in de- 
tail some of the strange, almost unbelievable facts 
of the attack made upon the University Bible 
Clubs by the movement for Religious Union, and 
— stranger still—by a Protestant evangelical de- 
nominational body. Later articles will describe 
the remarkably successful work of the Bible Clubs, 
showing how eagerly students respond to this ear- 
nest and true testimony to the old faith. 


Se 
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Pay-day for the workmen at Tell Beit Mirsim was at hand as Dr. Kyle was writing this fifth article of his 


series, He tells of his trip to Jerusalem to get the money, and of the secrecy and precautions necessary to pro- 


tect it from bandits. Sach things are reminders to us in the homeland that Dr. Kyle’s work is expensive. 


Times 


readers are grateful for what he and his associates have done to corroborate the Bible, and perhaps some would 
be glad to have a share in the support of the work. Contributions designated for Dr. Kyle’s Palestine work will 
be forwarded to him without expense if sent to 7hhe Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 


OR several days interest has been intense and 
F excitement great. The workmen found a rock- 

cut tunnel. Now people do not cut their way 
through solid rock without a purpose in view and pre- 
sumably an adequate purpose. It might be that they 
were on their way to a secret water supply, a spring 
deep in earth, as at Gezer and now at Megiddo. Or 
it might be that a rock-cut tomb was being projected 
to which this was the approach. Or still again a secret 
hiding place for an archive or other treasure, which 
needed to be safely preserved. 

The approaching tunnel was narrow and steep and 
in places quite low, and so a difficult way. For this 
reason, the idea of a spring was speedily ruled out; 
the approach to a spring must manifestly be as easy 
as possible. At Gezer one might drive in a coach and 
four, at Megiddo a great shaft with a staircase was 
the entrance. Evidently this was a place to which 
approach would not be frequent, hence a tomb or an 
archive. The workmen dug on, the course of the 
tunnel changed and it sank deeper and deeper into 
the ground, and then, suddenly, a jamb appeared on 
the right and the left. and a room opened out before 
them. All had been filled up with soil carried in or 
sifted in through cracks. So it was with feverish work 
that we cleared out that little room, hoping that it was 
but the ante-chamber to some important hiding place. 
Visions of a rich tomb or an old library or rich treas- 
ure of a king flitted before our imagination. 

Alas! the room was empty, and there was nothing 
beyond it. It is ever so with the excavator; it is the 
unexpected that happens, and worse still, the expected 
does not happen. We go right on with our work 
and tomorrow we may make the greatest discovery, 
wholly unexpected. 


A Glimpse at the Pottery Yard 


Before me as I write is the pottery yard, the large 
open space of the former threshing floor, in which are 
the hundreds of baskets of pottery, each carefully 
marked that we may know whence it came; and there 
in the hot sun (the thermometer now stands at 101) 
the brushers work cleaning the pottery from the lime 
that clings to it; and there also are the Director, Dr. 
Albright, and his assistant, Dr. Kelso, carefully exam- 
ining the heaps that have Deen brushed, and near by 
our Egyptian pottery expert who matches the frag- 
ments and puts together the valuable pieces. Now 
and again some one comes in with a group of pots 
thus put together, which, then, the draftsmen at the 
table where I write carefully draw. Thus the work 
goes on and the results accumulate that show so con- 
clusively the trustworthiness of the Biblical narratives 
as we have them. 

This theme just announced need not cause surprise by 
its frequent recurrence. The work here at Tell Beit Mir- 
sim has added, year by year, to the accumulated facts 
until they are becoming absolutely overwhelming. Dr. 
Garstang, in his address before the Victoria Institute 
and again in his recent work on Palestinian Archeology 
in the time of the Judges, showed so conclusively that 
the archeological remains of the civilization of the time 
of the Judges agreed most exactly with the narrative 
as it now stands and not at all with the reconstructed 
narrative as arranged by many critics. Now what he 
showed so satisfactorily for the period of the Judges, 
the work here at old Kirjath-sepher this year has 
shown even more conclusively for the record of the 
period of the Patriarchs. The facts harmonize exactly 
with the requirements, literary, moral, and religious, 
of the narratives as they stand in the Biblical record 
and do not agree with such records reconstructed and 
brought down to a late date. 

The pottery superior in shape and finish, presenting 
the most cherished designs for bric-a-brac today; the 
beautiful grained alabastrons for decorative use; and 
especially the practical perfection of the art of engrav- 
ing as exemplified in the seai cylinder; together with 
the rich ivory inlay of furniture, reveal an artistic 
development of civilization and culture entirely in keep- 
ing with the requirements of .the narrative, and in 
particulars going far beyond anything the expectation 
of which would be aroused by a study of the Biblical 
account. The Patriarchal Age, in fact, was a time of cul- 
ture of a higher order in material things than ever after- 
wards attained in this land until Greek and Roman times. 

Pay-day was at hand. There is no regular pay-day; 


‘that promising prospect was merely a dry hole. 


in fact we try to keep it irregular that no one may 
know when money is coming down the long road 
from Jerusalem and no one in the neighborhood of the 
work, or even among our workmen, may know when 
money is in camp. No one has ever robbed us or 
threatened us, as far as we know. But such things 
as bandits do sometimes show themselves, though in 
fact, to our great shame, they are in evidence far less 
here than in America. At home we would need an 
armed guard to carry money for the pay roll for sev- 
enty miles, while here we do no more than avoid undue 
publicity in the event. Still withal, one does keep a 
sharp eye for any sign of being followed and look 
a little apprehensively as we pass around the corners 
among the rocks where the bandits used to do their 
work. So today, as the men were needy and asked 
that they might be paid, I went early to Jerusalem, 
got the money, divided it so that if I was held up 
they might only get a part, and then our good chauf- 
feur drove down through the bandit country in almost 
exactly two hours. Now the men are quietly gathered 
around the pay-table as three of the Staff pass out 
the money after each man’s account has been read 
and approved. 

The sharp-eyed efficiency of our workmen grows 
continually ;-that curiously carved drinking cup which 
we found some days ago was broken, as I said. The 
whole object was small, only a few inches in extent, yet 
some lynx-eyed fellow found another piece of it in the 
débris, and we have offered ten piasters to anyone who 
will find the small part still missing. We may get it. 

Again the cave; it was difficult to conclude that 
So 
the diggers still dug on, and again visions of a second 
room and perhaps a royal- tomb or a secreted treas- 
ure lured us. But alas, again! the Reis, our compe- 
tent Egyptian foreman, called the men out of the 
tunnel; there was danger of a cave-in from above and 
he would not endanger the men. 

So, we shall complete the excavation of this section 
of the Tell upon which we are engaged and then, if 
there be time yet this campaign, we shall try to sink 
a shaft to the place to which we cannot follow the 
tunnel. If we have not time for this now, it must 
await another campaign. 

Another scarab came in a few minutes ago; an ex- 
ceedingly interesting one. More interesting, indeed, 
for the history of art than for the Biblical history. 
It is a good scarab of about average size and unusually 
set in a bronze frame in much the same style used 
for scarf pins and brooches. It has in this respect 
quite a modern look. It is engraved rather grotesquely 
with a griffin, the bill of a bird, the body and tail 
of a lion, and the wings of a great bird. Such griffins 
belong to the twelfth dynasty of Egyptian art; this 
scarab comes from about two hundred years later. A 
few hieroglyphs are rather promiscuously distributed 
where they will do the most for decoration, but do 
not seem to be readable, though they may have some 
symbolism, hidden from modern ken. 


A House of Abraham’s Time 


We may recall to mind the “Abrahamic house” 
which we discovered in the 1930 campaign, the house 
which reflected exactly the sociological and political 
conditions implied in the story of Lot and the angels. 
There was the great, strong wall with the big door 
socket im situ, indicating just such a door as_ could 
resist a mob as did the door in Lot’s house. We 
have now come down to the G level at that point in 
the excavations and have been uncovering the house 
of which that great door socket represented the en- 
trance to the court. The rooms back of the great court 
are small and give evidence of a terrific conflagration. 
The floor of the first room is deeply covered with 
ashes, black ashes and charcoal. The men have been 
sifting them in hope of recovering some treasured 
article, but so far all seem to have perished in the 
great fire that destroyed the city. It is specially in- 
dicative, however, that this house seems to have been 
the center of the fire; probably it was as important 
as that of Lot, at Sodom, the house of a rich man, 
one of the feudal barons of that beginning of the 
Feudal Age in Palestinian history, a social state of 
the country which continued all through the Patriarchal 
Age. Probably Lot came to be in Sodom what these 

(Concluded on page 495) 
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OCTOBER 2. THE CHRISTIAN’S DEVOTIONAL LIFE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Psalms 1:1-6; 119:9-16; Daniel 6:10; Matthew 6:5-15; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
Golden Text.—Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.—2 Pet. 3: 18 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Matt. 6: 5-15; 2 Tim. 3 : 14-17 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 6: 5 And when thou prayest, thou 
shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for 
they love to pray standing in the syna- 
gogues and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. Verily 
I say unto you, They have their reward. 

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly. 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repe- 
titions, as the heathen do: for they think 
that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: 
for your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of, before ye ask him. 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 6:5 And when ye pray, ye shall 
not be as the hypocrites: for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and 
in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto 
you, They have received their reward. 6 
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
thine inner chamber, and having shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, 
and thy Father who seeth in secret shall 
recompense thee. 7 And in praying use 
not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: 
for they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking. 8 Be not there- 
fore like unto them: for ‘your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him. 9 After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our Father who art 


Kine JAMES VERSION 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. 


14 For if ye forgive men their tres- 


passes, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you: 
15 But if ye forgive not men their 


trespasses, neither will your Father for- 
give your trespasses. 

2 Tim. 3:14 But continue thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of, knowing of whom thou 
hast learned them; 

15 And that from a child thou hast 
known the holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


evil one.* 14 For if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. 15 But if ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. 


2 Tim. 3:14 But abide thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of, knowing of ° whom thou 
hast learned them; 15 and that from a 
babe thou hast known the sacred writ- 
ings which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 16 Every scripture in- 
spired of God is also profitable for teach- 
ing, for reproof, for correction, for 7 in- 
struction which is in righteousness: 17 
that the man of God may be complete 
furnished completely unto every good 
work, 

1Some ancient authorities 


read, 
God your Father. *Gr., our 


bread 
Or, our needful 








be thy name. 

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Christian’s devotional life determines the 
real quality of all else in the life. In this new 
three months’ course on “Christian Standards of 
Life,” the Lesson Committee has wisely put this first. 
To learn the secret of prayer and Bible study will lay 
the foundation for reaching all the other standards. 
“Lord, teach us to pray, and teach us to know thy 
Word” is a prayer that should go up from millions 
of Sunday-school pupils and teachers as never before. 
Then will come the revival in the Body of Christ so 
earnestly desired and so urgently needed. 
The Historical Setting 
David a thousand years before Christ, Daniel more 
than five hundred years before Christ, our Lord him- 
self, and Paul a generation after Christ are our teachers 
in this lesson on prayer and Bible study. The devo- 
tional life fits into all historical settings, including 
David on the throne, Daniel in the lion’s den, our Lord 
on the mount, and Paul in prison. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 6:5.—And when thou prayest. Read 6:1 
(R. V.), 2, 5, 16. That they may be seen of men. 
There is nothing wrong in standing to pray in the 
synagogues or even in the corner of the streets; but 
the hypocrites (play actors) do it in order to be seen 
of men. They have their reward. They have received 
the praise of men. They walked by sight, and no 
reward of faith is awaiting them. 


Verse 6.—Enter into thy closet. A secret place with 
God, though a figurative expression, it does suggest 
a definite place for prayer. When thou hast shut thy 
door. Shut in with him, and shut out from all that 
would hinder the devotion, suggesting a quiet place. 
Thy. Father which is in secret. The secret place of 
intimate friendship (Psa. 25:14; 27:5; 31:20; 91:1). 
This does not exclude public prayer, or prayer with 
others; even in such prayer the spirit should be shut 
in with God. Shall reward thee openly. The words 
translated “openly” were probably not in the original ; 
the main thought is that God gives his own true reward 
2 re tay whether openly or not. (Note 6: 4, 

, 18. 

Verse 7.—Use not vain repetitions. This does not 
forbid repetitions in prayer (our Lord repeated the 
same words. See Matt. 26:44), but vain repetitions. 
Much speaking. This does not forbid much praying 
nor long continued seasons of prayer, but thinking 
that God may be appeased and persuaded by the tor- 
rent of words. 

Verse 8.—Your Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of. Though he knows, we are to ask him; but 
praying to a Father who knows we pray with confi- 
dence, not seeking to prevail by force of words. 


in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 
Thy kingdom come. 
as in heaven, so on earth. 
this day our daily bread. 
give us our debts, as we also have for- 
given our debtors. 
into temptation, but deliver us from * the 


Thy will be done, 
11 Give us 
12 And for- 


righteousness : 


13 And bring us_ not works. 


bd % % % 


Verse 9.—After this manner... pray. Our Lord 
is to give a model of what all true prayer should be, 
but also it is itself a prayer to be used: ‘When ye 
pray, say” (Luke 11:2); avoid the danger of using 
it by rote, as a mere form, or using indiscriminately in 
public. Our Father. Only children of God by the 
new birth can pray this prayer, and by them it should 
be prayed with absolute assurance of sonship, and with 
consciousness of our family relationship with the other 
members of the Body, — “our.” Which art in heaven. 
He is near to us as a Father, but also he is high and 
holy,—he in Heaven we on earth (Eccles. 5:2). 
Hallowed be thy name. Mark the opening petitions: 
thy name, thy kingdom, thy will. True prayer begins 
with God, not with self: we are to bow down and 
worship. God’s Name stands for all that he is (Exod. 
33:19; 34:5-7; Psa. 111:9). 

Verse 10—Thy kingdom come. This petition reaches 
forward to the consummation, when Redemption shall 
be complete and God shall be all and in all (1 Cor. 
15: 23-28), in the new heaven and new earth, but it 
includes all the stages, —the present progress of the 
Gospel, the personal return of Christ, and his millennial 
reign. Thy will be done. This would be Heaven on 
earth; the measure in which this is done is the measure 
of present victory. In earth, as it is in heaven. This 
phrase may well be applied to all three petitions. 

Verse 11.—Give us this day. After God —our own 
needs (Matt. 6:33); and how blessed that they are 
only for “this day” (Matt. 6:34). Ovr daily bread. 
The word translated “daily” (epiousion) occurs no- 
where else in all literature (except in the parallel 
passage, Luke 11:3); probably based on the verb “to 





The Closet of Prayer 
By Amos R. Wells 


LESSED the closet, the closet of prayer, whither 

we carry our fear and our care, whither the 
Father descends from above, bearing rich store of his 
wonderful love! Blessed the closet, the closet of 
prayer! None of the minions of Satan are there. 
Only the Father in secret we find, mighty in power 
and thoughtful and kind. Blessed the closet, the 
closet of prayer! Bread of the heavens is daily our 
fare. Bounteous table is evermoré spread. The 
Father’s dear Son is our living Bread. Blessed the 
closet, the closet of prayer! There of God's will 
we are gladly aware. ‘There for his kingdom we 
ardently pray, long for its coming forever and aye. 
Blessed the closet, the closet of prayer! There we 
escape from each hindering snare. There from 
temptation we find a release; clean in his purity, 
sure in his peace. Blessed the closet, the closet of 
prayer! There to God’s love let us ever repair. 
There on God’s love let us learn to rely, fitted on 
earth for our home in the sky! 





of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 


17 That the man of God may be per- 
fect, throughly furnished unto all good 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 








for the coming day. 
bread. *Or, eg *Many authori- 
ties, some ancient, but with varia- 
tions, add, For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen. °Gr., what persons. 
*Or, Every scripture is inspired 
of God, and profitable. * Or, discipline. 


International Council of Religious Education. 


be,” and meaning necessary or essential bread. It is 
a petition for material needs, but also includes by natu- 
ral association the living Bread —all things that per- 
tain to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3), “good things” 
and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 7:11; Luke 11: 13). 

Verse 12.—Forgive us our debts. A _ recognition 
that we need daily forgiveness. The throne of grace 
before which we kneel is a throne of mercy. If we 
confess, he forgives (1 John 1:9); asking for for- 
giveness is a general confession, but this does not ex- 
clude definite confession of specific sins. As we for- 
give our debtors. See Special Topics. 


Verse 13.—Lead us not into temptation. “Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation” (Matt. 
26:41), that is, into temptation that will result in 
sin, or into temptation where we should not go. It is 
the negative expression of the prayer that God will, 
by his grace and power, lead us in the paths of right- 
eousness (Psa. 23:3), and does not mean that God 
ever leads into evil or wrong. But deliver us from evil. 
This asks and expects deliverance from all evil of 
every kind, and may well be regarded as a seventh 
petition (Psa. 23:4). The kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory. This majestic doxology was probably 
net part of the original text, but it. was early used 
with the prayer, and expresses inspired truth. 


2 Timothy 3: 14:—But continue thou. Read 3: 1-13 
for the connection. Of whom thou hast learned. His 
grandmother, his mother, and Paul (2 Tim. 1:5; 2: 
2; Acts 16: 1-3). 


Verse 15.—The holy scriptures. Referring to the 
Old Testament, but all New Testament writings are 
“sacred writings” also. Wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. Old Testament truth 
led to Christ, but the word did not profit except as 
“united by faith” (Heb. 4:2). 

Verse 16.—All scripture is gwen by inspiration of 
God. Is “God-breathed,” a word used only here. See 
under Special Topics. Some scholars interpret the 
translation of the Revised Version as meaning “Every 
Scripture [seeing that it is] inspired of God is also 
profitable,” but the translation was a foolish and fatal 
blunder which has done more than anything else to 
prevent the general acceptance of this most accurate 
of English versions of the Bible. The same construc- 
tion is used in 1 Timothy 4:4, Hebrews 4: 13, and in 
other places where it would be absurd to translate it 
as the revisers do here. Profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
The Spirit dwelling within works in conjunction with 
the Word, which must be studied for our profiting. 


Verse 17.—That the man of God may be perfect. 
This word “perfect” or “complete” is used only here, 
and is explained by the rest of the verse (1 Tim. 6: 
11). Throughly furnished unto all good works. “Per- 
fectly adjusted” is the sense of the word. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


A life devoted to Christ is the secret of a true devo- 
tional life. To love him is to love the Book of which 
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he is the author and the subject. His love for us and 
our love for him is the basis of prayer that pleases 
God and secures great results (John 14: 12-14; 15: 
7-10; 16: 26, 27)« There is a twofold secret of a rich 
devotional life: first is the crisis of surrender and faith 
that leads a Christian to assurance of his sonship and 
assurance of present victofy; then follows the process 
of abiding in Christ and growing in grace, making 
prayer and Bible study central in the life and not 
incidental. The one perfect human life was pre-emi- 
nently a devotional life: prayer and Bible study were 
central in our Lord’s life — indeed they were his very 
life. Let us follow him. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. The man of God: a life devoted to God; related 
to God as a child assured of sonship, yielded to 
God’s will, needing instruction and growth in 


grace, 
2. The Book of God: (1) Its character: God- 
breathed. (2) Its purpose: to make wise unto 


salvation, to make the man of God complete. 
(3) Its use: profitable for all that man needs 
for life and godliness. (4) Its challenge: study 
diligently and translate into a life of good works. 

3. Prayer to God: (1) Included in prayer: Worship, 
Confession, Petition for needs, Intercession, 
Thanksgiving. (2) Condition of heart for pre- 
vailing prayer: assurance of sonship, boldness 
through abiding in Christ, importunity, a forgiv- 
ing spirit, faith, (3) Hindrances to prevailing 
prayer. (4) Subjects for intercession. (5) “Con- 
tinue stedfastly in prayer” (Acts 1:14). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Inspiration and Infallibility of Scripture. “Verbal 
inspiration” does not mean mechanical dictation, as to 
a stenographer, for the writers were free in the use 
of all their human characteristics. But the words were 
“God-breathed”; it was the ‘Holy Spirit speaking 
through them (Acts 1:16; 4:25; 13:34; Heb. 3:7; 
9:8): This means that the words in the original 
manuscripts were free from all error; the errors that 
have crept into our present copies are slight; we have 
practically the original words. Our Lord regarded 
all the words of the Old Testament as the words of 
God, and he also put his seal upon the New Testament 
writings that were to come (Matt. 22: 43; John 10: 34, 
35; John 16:12, 13). 

Forgiving Our Debtors. Our Lord emphasized and 
re-emphasized our forgiving others as a condition of 
forgiveness (Matt. 6:12, 14, 15). Note also Mark 
11: 22-26; Matthew 5:7; 18:15-35. The force of 
these solemn warnings is broken for many by the 
view that the Lord’s prayer is not for Christians (see 
comments on verse 9), because forgiveness is condi- 
tioned on forgiving others (contrary, they think, to 
Eph. 4:32). But this prayer is for believers who 
have been forgiven and made children of God. In this 
or any age it is only a contrite heart that can ask 
and receive forgiveness of God, whether it be a sinner 
or a Christian, and no heart that is contrite can hold 
enmity against another. 

Bible Study Methods. Study by books; by special 
topics: Deity of Christ, Atonement, prayer, faith, mis- 
sions, Holy Spirit, victory over sin, etc.; by reading 
straight through again and again; by characters; by 
memorizing; by progress of teaching and prophecy, 
tracing the unfolding of God’s plan of redemption. 
Study prayerfully, reverently, systematically, regularly, 
devotionally, diligently, joyfully; study to apply prac- 
tically to life. 

Other Special Topics. The First Psalm. Psalm 
119: 9-16. Daniel’s prayer habits. Bible Prayers. The 
Morning Watch. Devotional habits of mighty men 
of prayer. Our Lord’s prayer habits, His knowl- 
edge and use of the Bible. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Make Prayer and Bible Study primary in the life. 
There is one supreme method in prayer — to a 
one supreme method in Bible study —to Study. The 
Family Altar should be central in the home, but per- 
sonal devotional life is the message of this lesson. 


Build your day around the Quiet Time or Morning 
Watch. Set aside a definite period (at least fifteen 
minutes, better half an hour, an hour, or more), pref- 
erably first thing in the morning, for devotional Bible 
reading and prayer. 

Pray in faith for salvation of loved ones, and for 
other requests. Seek to know if the prayer is accord- 
ing to his will, Then,pray with thanksgiving for the 
answer, 2% = 

Pray for Missions? Ouf petitions under “Thy king- 
dom come” must include the unreached mission fields 
of the world, including the Jews (Rom. 10:1; 15: 16; 
15:30; 2 Cor. 1:11). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Prayer and the Bible have been joined together by 
God: “what therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder.” 


To learn to pray is to learn to live. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Christian’s Devotional Life. 
119 : 9-16; Daniel 6: 10; 
Matthew 6: 5-15; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
2. October 9.—The Christian in the Family. 
Genesis 50 : 17-21; Luke 2: 40-52; 10: 38-42 
3. October 16.—The Home and the Coming Generation. 
Genesis 18 : 17-19; Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 1 Samuel 
1 : 24-28; Mark 10 : 13-16; 2 Timothy 1 : 3-6 
4. @etober 23.—Problems of the Modern’ Home. 
Joshua 24:14, 15; Mark 10: 2-12; Ephesians 6: 1-9 
5. October 30.—The Christian and Law Observance. 
(World’s. Temperance Sunday) ....Proverbs 23: 
29-35; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Corinthians 9 : 19-27; 
Galatians 6:1-z0; 1 Peter 2: 11-17. 
6. November 6—The Christian and “World Peace. 
Psalms 22:27, 28; 67:1-7; 72:8-19; Isaiah 2: 
1-4; Matthew 28: 16-20; Ephesians 2 : 13-19 
7. November 13.—Making a Living. Deuteronomy 24: 
14, 15; Amos 5: 6-15; Mark 6:3; Luke 12: 13-21; 
19: 1-26; 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13; 1 Timothy 6 : 6-16 
8. November 20.—Stewardship of Money. Deuteronomy 
8: 7-18; Malachi 3: 7-10; Luke 12: 22-34; 1 Cor- 
inthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9: 1-15; 
1 Timothy 6: 17-19 
9. November 27.—Stewardship of Life. Exodus 3 : 1-12; 
Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 25: 1-46; Mark 1 : 16-20; 
Acts 26: 12-19; 1 Corinthians 9g: 17-27 


1. Gcteber 2.—The 
Psalms _ 1: 1-6; 








Only forgiven people can pray, and only forgiving 
people can be forgiven, 

Neglect of Bible study and prayer is the cause or 
the accompaniment of all backsliding. 

To have prayer periods three times a day has strong 
Scriptural sanction. 

Some who believe that all Scripture is inspired have 
forgotten that it is profitable for changing our ways. 


Are our prayer habits so established that a king’s 
decree with threat of death cannot shake them, nor 
even cause us to shut the windows? (Dan. 6: 10.) 

_ Have we learned the secret ot Daniel’s “as-afore- 
time” prayer? 

Have we forgotten to pray for the Jews? for our 
rulers? for evangelists and all Christian workers, in- 
cluding lesson writers? for the poor? for the rich? for 
deceived “modernists”? for all men? (1 Tim. 2: 1-3). 


Do we entertain these enemies of the devotional 
life: unconfessed sin, unforgiving spirit, laziness, late 
hours, talkativeness, restless Christian activity, an 
overcrowded schedule, doubt, worry, carelessness, in- 
difference to lost souls, indifference to missions, absorp- 
tion in business, cares of this life, deceitfulness of 
riches, pleasures of this world, unbelief, lack of love 
for Christ? 


It is possible to spend much time in Bible study and 
prayer and not have victory (for faith is the secret 


of victory) : but it is not possible to continue in victory 


without spending much time in Bible study and prayer. 
Cotumsia, S. C. . 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Closet.”—When thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet (Matt. 6:6).. Where ait what, is a “closet”? 
In most homes the closet is where we keep our clothes 
and other out-of-sight belongings, and where we hide 
the Christmas presents. In ihe Ridgway home over 
in Midway there is a closet that used to be a jail for 
me when I was caught in any badness. Bread and 
water was the fare until I was pardoned out. All who 
have done time in a Closet Jail hold up the hand. I 








An Outline of 
the Fourth Quarter’s Lessons 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 


HE following acrostic is composed of the key 
thought of each Sunday-school lesson during the 
Fourth Quarter in regular order, so that the acrostic 
itself contains the key thought of the entire quarter. 


RT a eee October 2 

WG uambié ‘Service oo. 655 Ge ek October 9 

R esponsibilities toward Youth ..... October 16 

I deat Home: Lite... 5.65% b biivienws October 23 
S owing to Reap .......... Sa te cane October 30 
TF acti wilt Othere nn ss. oseev cues November 6 
RE ee a en November 13 
A bounding to Share ...... eeeeeess November 20 
N obility of Heart and Life ........ November 27 
L ove for All Peoples’. .......0.. December 4 
I ncluding God in Leisure ......... December II 
ON: TR. oa eo swan see es December 18 


Embodiment of Love 


Se cicveces ss DOCCMNSr 25 
Ecxnart, Inp. 
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thought so. It is said of Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
that she “hid these things in her heart.” I am won- 
dering if the inner chamber of the héart is not the 
best “closet” in which to retire and “shut the door” 
and pray to our Father in secret. We have an ex- 
pression, referring to a trifling and careless one, “He 
doesn’t take things to heart.” He is not serious. This 
is the trouble with much we call “praying” (Deut. 
32:20; Jas. 1:6, 7). I may have told you before — 
that new subscriber has not héard it—how we start 
our session of the Iron Rose Bible Class. After a 
few words of introduction by the teacher every mem- 
ber present withdraws into the inner chamber of his 
own heart and shuts the door. In there he makes his 
requests. In there he puts up his prayer of thanks- 
giving. In there he asks for guidance. As the peak 
of the Lord’s Prayer.is, “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” and in Coatesville daily bread comes from 
daily toil, the constant prayer is, “Keep the mill fires 
burning.” Prayers do not need to be long. God 
knows all the news. The best answered prayers in 
the Book are short ones. The dying thief prayed, 
“Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom” (Luke 23:42). The answer was all the thief, 
you, and I could ask, “To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise” (v. 43). 


The “Quitter.”—Continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured of (2 Tim. 3: 
14). Had Paul been writing to Timothy today in the 
vernacular he would have put it, “Don’t be a quitter.” 
Paul himself was the greatest little “Continuer” of 
whom we have any record. Lystra, for example (Acts 
14:19, 20). The “Continuer” is the chap who “gets 
there” in profession, business, or religion. The man 
and woman who gets the real fun out of life is the 
“Continuer.” The Lord can find the “Continuer” 
easily when it comes to paying him his wages. The 
yellow envelope of joy. It is not the unsettled and 
dissatisfied minister, always looking for a new church 
(two hundred and more of whom wanted to come to 
Coatesville a while ago) who gets the joy and satis- 
faction out of his calling, but old Dr. Continuer. “Why, 
son,” says the Doctor, “I baptized your mother, mar- 
ried her to your dad, and here-I am marrying you.” 
North of Coatesville about six miles is famous old 
Brandywine Manor Church. The Griers, father and 
son, were ministers there for almost eighty years. 
West of Coatesville about five miles is old Upper 
Octorara, The Lattas, father and son, were ministers 
there almost as long. The strong stamp of the Griers 
and the Lattas is good and deep upon Northwest Ches- 
ter County to this very day. They were the great 
men of the county, beloved and honored by everybody. 
The more modern “Hit and Runs” do not stay long 
enough to get well acquainted. Indeed, we. forget 
their names. The great ministerial unrest has become 
a joke with the pew. Think of it, two hundred plus 
wanting to come and preach as a candidate. The min- 
ister selected by Coatesville did not apply. We let 
the Lord choose our minister. I have sat in this 
Corner for twenty-five years. The “pay envelope” 
comes by every mail. Been here long enough to earn 
the beloved title of “Old Uncle Billy.” You have 
adopted me. I belong in all your families. Suppose I 
had quit after five years. Who would remember me? 


’Tis the ass who quits to a notion, 
’Tis the fool who whines all the day, 
’Tis the dunce who wins half the battle 
Then throws all his ehances away. 


With apologies! Or this one, not by Longfellow: 


Lives of great men all remind us 
They were men who never quit. 

We can leave footprints behind us 
If we have the same good wit. 


Profits.— All. scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable (v. 16). Here is one word that will 
arrest the attention of every one who sits. in this 
Corner. “Profitable.” Deplore it or not, when some- 
thing is proposed to the average young man and to 
some young women, whether a line of action, a career, 
or just a mere job, the invariable question is likely 
to be, “What is there in it for me?” Yes, indeed, the 
great word of the day in which we live is “Profit.” 
The Holy Spirit, speaking through Paul, tells us that 
“all scripture is given by inspiration,” and such being 
the case is of course profitable. For that word profit 
means progress, advance. That is to say, “All scrip- 
ture” helps a fellow to get along in the world. Over- 
come all obstacles. If any of you fellows find your- 
selves “plugged” and “not getting anywhere” the 
chances are that if you get out the old Book, blow the 
dust off it, and buckle down to reading and studying 
it, you may find yourself beginning to “advance,” — 
“progress.” For example: send a few cents to any 
church publishing house for a copy of the Beok of 
Proverbs. Begin at chapter one and carefully read 
every verse. At each verse where you have “fallen 
down” make a red or black mark so you will always 
know it. Chapter sixteen and verse seven, for ex- 
ample. An “enemy” is anything that is “agin ya.” 
May be circumstances as well as personalities. It may 
be poverty as well as people. Here is my translation 
of Proverbs 16:7: “If a man’s ways please the Lord, 
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Lesson for October 2 


he maketh everything go the man’s way.” 
What about those “ways” of yours? 
Well, I guess so! I have picked the 
coldest, hardest-headed, down-to-brass- 
tacks book in the Bible for my example. 
Now jump over into the warm, benevo- 
lent, and other-cheek atmosphere of the 
Sermon on the Mount and listen to what 
the Master says. Seek ye first... and 
the profitable things, the advancing things 
will be added to you. (Matt. 6: 33.) For 
proof, look around you and see who gets 
the best out of life. The church folks, 
the Scripture folks, of course! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ue 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterraL: Two plants in pots, 
one watered and green, the other 
dry and almost dead. 











See if you are not much of a gar- 
dener, you can see the difference 
between these two plants. One is green 
and thrifty, growing; the other is dry 
and almost dead. els 

They make me think of two Christians 
I know. One is trustful and courageous, 
cheerful through severe trial, sweet-tem- 
pered in the midst of annoyance, always 
a tower of strength to her friends, meet- 
ing each day as-it comes calmly and 
serenely. The other Christian, and I am 
quite sure she is a Christian, is always 
worrying about something, sees the dark 
side of everything, has a sharp tongue 
and an unruly temper, is really a burden 
even to those who love her. 

What makes the -différence between 
these two plants? A gardener will tell 
you it is water and nourishment. 

What makes the difference between the 
two Christians? Exactly the same things. 
One drinks deeply of the well of salva- 
tion, and feeds on the Bread of life, takes of 
the strong meat of the Word. Each morn- 
ing she goes into the quiet place, reads 
the Word, talks with her Lord, and waits 
for his word to her. The other Chris- 
tian is too busy to read her Bible, and 
never really prays unless some terrible 
calamity overtakes her. Her life is starved 
and unsatisfied. Which are you? 

Mopesto, CAL. 


Questions for Teacher and Class | 


The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 
ter. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 
Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 
the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given on a later 
page of this issue? 


HAT place had prayer in our Lord’s 
own earthly “devotional” life? 

2. What did our Lord teach concerning 
the importance of prayer? 

3. -What. was our Lord’s attitude toward 
the use of the Scriptures in the personal 
life? 

4. Why does our Lord lay so much stress 
on forgiving others if we are to be for- 
given? 

5. Did our Lord intend Christians to use 
the prayer he gave? 

, 6: Is devotional study of the Bible dif- 
ferent ‘from other study? 


7. Quote from a famous hymn a defini- 
tion of prayer. 

8. Why is the title “The Lord’s Prayer” 
a misnomer! 


9. Why should God’s Word be connected 
with prayer? 
The Lesson Questions Answered 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
giver on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ve 


Are you going to say, “Jesus, I will 
follow thee?” Then it will no longer be 
“me first,’ but Christ first and last.— 
Dr. John McNeill, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anythin, 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of thi« 
department. The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than 
Golden Text are specially desired, 
some on the Golden 


the 
though 
Text are also needc . 


Answered, But Not As We Ex- 
pected.—- Your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, before ye ask 
him (Matt. 6:8). Mr. James McCon- 
key says that one summer when he was 


‘ill he spent the summer on the shores 


of the Great Lakes. Sailing was the 
only recreation possible. One day when 
sailing in the midst of the bay, the wind 
suddenly died out. His boat was utterly 


becalmed with not a breath of air astir.: 


The hot rays of the August sun beat 
down mercilessly upon his weak body. 
He had come out with a stiff breeze, 
and naturally he began to pray for a 
breeze to take him back. For an hour 
he prayed, but no breeze came. Then 
he espied a boat coming toward him. 
An old fisherman, realizing that Mr. 
McConkey would be helpless out in the 
bay with no wind, came out to row the 
sailboat to harbor. Then Mr. McCon- 
key says he learned his lesson. His 
real need had been for ‘deliverance, and 
while God had denied the words of his 
petition, he provided, for his need. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


An Answered Prayer.—Thy will be 
done (v. 10). One day a lady was giv- 
ing her little nephew some lessons. He 
was generally a good, attentive child, 
but on this occasion he could not fix 
his mind on his work. Suddenly he 
said, “Auntie, ‘may I kneel down and 
ask God to help me find my marble?” 
His aunt having given her consent, the 
little boy knelt by his chair, closed his 
eyes, and prayed silently. Then he rose 





and went on with his lessons contentedly. 
Next day, almost afraid of asking the 
question, lest the child had not found 
his toy, and so might lose his simple 
faith, the lady said to him, “Well, dear, 
have you found your marble?” “No, 
auntie,” was the reply; “but God has 
made me not want to.” God does. not 
always answer our prayers in the way 
we wish or expect; but if we are sincere 
in our appeal to him, he will take from 
us the desire for what is contrary to 
his will and give us faith to leave all 
to his holy will—From Grace and 
Truth. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


When God’s Will Is Done.—Thy 
will be done (v.10). What would hap- 
pen today if you or I should say from 
the heart, “Lord, work thy will with 
me?” Dare'we do it? Are we afraid? 
If so, what do we fear? What is God’s 
will? What does he want to make of 
us? We have heard the story of the 
man who dreamed that a man of won- 
drous beauty and noble bearing’ ap- 
proached him. With admiration and 
envy he gazed and said, “Who is this 
stranger of so majestic mien?” The 
answer came, “That is the man God 
meant you to be.”—From The Ameri- 
can Missionary. Sent by Irma R. 
Chapin, Jefferson, Ohio. 


The Book of. Instructions.—Profit- 
able... for instruction in righteous- 
ness (2 Tim. 3:16). When you buy a 
machine of any kind, automobile, type- 
writer, or sewing machine, you receive 
a book of instructions with it. If some- 
thing goes wrong, your -first thought is, 
“Where is the book that goes with the 
machine?” You would think that man 
foolish who knew nothing at all about 
the mechanism and yet attempted to 
tinker with it, without regard to the 
directions. The Bible is the Book that 
goes with man! Here is the story that 
tells where he came from, what he was 
made for, how he can be kept in order, 
in fact, all about him. The tragedy of 
life is that there are so many people 
who try to live their lives without the 


Book that goes with man—From 
Revelation. Sent by T. D. Gehret, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


When It Doesn’t Work.—Grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of or Lord 














“With joy ff 
Shall ye 


draw water aay 
out of the | 
wells of. 
salvation: 





freely. 


Zi Whosoever 
i} will, let. 
him take 

1 the water 
cof life 


= 4 ” No one has ever ; 
== plumbed its depth 
Sf cade 





Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides. There are 20 series of these, 

containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected sermon out of each series. 

They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 75c each colored, 
from The McIntosh Stereopticon Company, 549 West Randolph Street, Chicago. 
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and Saviow Jesus Christ (Golden 
Text). How many there are who seek 
to live the new life as the Indian sought 
to test the virtue of the white man’s 
feather bed. He took a handful of 
feathers, laid them on a_ board, and 
slept on them all night, In the morn- 
ing he remarked, with the accent of 
profound conviction, “White man say 
feathers heap soft. White man fool.”— 
From Heart and Life Bulletin. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
Objective: How to pray. 
1. Talking to people far away. 
2. Who may pray. 
3. When to pray. 
WONDER if you have ever spoken 


to anyone through a telephone? I 
sometimes talk through one to people who 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE ONRISTIANS DEVOTIONAL LIFE 
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are ever so many miles away, and yet 
they can hear what I say quite plainly 
and are able to answer me! Do you 
know there is something like a telephone 
which you may use, too, and it is called 
Prayer. Our Memory Verse says, “The 
Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon him.” There is Some One always 
ready to listen at the other end of the 
prayer telephone. When we telephone to 
our friends, we do not see the person 
to whom we are talking; we just talk 
in faith, as it were. Well, the Bible tells 
us we may talk to God. It is a wonder- 
ful thought, that we can talk to God and 
tell him everything. Nothing is too big 
or too small to talk to him about, so we 
can get the help of Some One who is 
Almighty! We can never really pray 
without getting an answer from God. 
Isn’t that wonderful ! 

It is such a wonderful thing to have 
answers to our prayers. Do let us make 
a habit of praying, and of telling God 
everything. We.-can lift up our hearts in 
prayer in the street; but especially let 
us have a quiet time alone with him every 
morning and evening. 

God says every one who asks receives. 
We may not always get just the thing 
we ask for, or have our prayer answered 
in just the way we want; but God always 
answers, and he answers in the way he 
sees will be best for us. But we must 
not ask God to do things for us and 
expect to do nothing ourselves. God 
will not allow us to be lazy, and do 
things for us which we can and should 
do for ourselves. If you lose your school 
pencil, and ask God to help you to find 
it, he expects you to get up and look 
for it. 

There is a story of two little girls who 
were on their way to school. They had 
not started so early as usual, and were 
afraid they would be late. One said, 
“Let’s kneel down here, and ask God not 
to let us be late.” The other said, “No, I 
think I shall run as hard as I can, and 
while I am running I will ask God to 
help me to get there in time.” 

Now let us read our lesson and see 
what God tells us’ to do and what he 
tells us not to do when we pray. Only 
God’s own children may expect to, re- 
ceive things from him through prayer. 
Are you his child? You may be today 
if you tell him you are one of the sinners 
the Lord Jesus died to save and ask him 
to save you, too. There are many peo- 
ple who pretend to belong to God, but 
it is all on the outside —they have never 
given their hearts to him. God calls the 
people hypocrites who pretend to be what 
they are not, like the old wolf who 
dressed himself up in a sheepskin and 
pretended to be a sheep fill he had gotten 
safely among the flock, when he threw 
off his sheepskin and sprang on the poor 
sheep, killing many. 


Expressi a Work 


Teachers, explain the word “closet” in 
verse 6, and any difficult words in the 
Lord’s Prayer, which the children should 
hey Be sure to pray at the end of the 
class. 


NorwicH, Enc. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thamk thee for the readiness with which 
thou dost hear and heed our prayers. Thou 
knowest that our devotions are broken by 
numberless imperfections, and many dis- 
tractions, yet in thy mercy thou dost not 
deny our petitions because of their frailties, 
but thou dost encourage us to continue in 
worship and in prayer in sincerity of heart. 
Help us, we pray thee, to be more occupied 
than we have been with thoughts of thee. 
Let the voices of the world be silenced by 
the inner voices of communion with thee. 
Lord, teach us to pray, and to give time to 
quiet meditation in thy presence. In thy 
dear name, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
signed a letter, “Your devoted friend”? 
What do you mean by “devoted”? Well, 
that word suggests many things, doesn’t 
it! For one thing, it suggests giving 
thought and time to, and putting at the 
disposal of that friend whatever you have 





friend in you? How much would you 
do for him? How often do you have 
a talk with him? How many minutes in 
the day is he in your thought? After 
all, can we honestly say we do have a 
devotional, a prayerful, a self-denying life 
in which the Lord Jesus has his rightful 














place? Let us pray. 
LET US 
OF 
JESUS CHRIST 
ye 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A fellow and his devotions. 
Discussion: What should a fellow pray 

for? What is the most acceptable prayer 

a fellow can make? 

Objective: Prayer that is an actual 

“interview” with God. . 


AY, fellows, your spiritual life is the 
most important thing you can think 
of and study to make right —just now, 
while you’re young — because, more than 
anything else, it affects your safety, your 
usefulness, your success, your happiness. 
The heart of your spiritual life is your 
devotional life; just as the heart pumps 
life blood throughout your body. 

Your devotional life must rest upon 
two strong pillars—God’s Word and 
Prayer. 

Our Lord is the greatest teacher con- 
cerning prayer, both by what he said and 
by what he did. He said a great deal 
about it in his instructions to his disciples, 
telling them how to pray (as well as 
how not to pray), and what to pray for. 
- Here are a few suggestions as to the 
How and When of Prayer and Bible read- 
ing in a fellow’s daily schedule, based 
upon the clear teachings of God’s Word. 

Fix the habit early. 

Begin now. 

Set a definite time for a daily interview 
with God. Let it be the first part of the 
day, while the mind is clear, and before 
the Tempter has a chance to fill you up 
with his own engagements. 

Let this be a secret communion with 
God. Whatever your other praying be, 
make sure the habit of daily secret prayer. 

Pray with God’s Word before you. 
That is one sure way God has provided 
to “talk back” to you. He speaks by his 
Spirit, as you pause and listen, but often 
it will be in the language of his own 
Word, in verses from the Bible. You 
must give that a chance. You should 
not do all the talking in God’s presence. 
He wants to speak to you. He must 
speak to you. 

Pray with thanksgiving. 

Pray in surrender to God’s will. 

Pray to be of service to God. 

Pray in humility. 

Pray against littleness and meanness. 

Pray for bigness of spirit and wideness 
of vision. 

Pray with a forgiving spirit toward 
others. 

Pray in Jesus Christ’s name and for 
his sake. 


GreEenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Take time to behold Him’: 
1. Through prayer. 
z. Through Bible reading. 











’Mid all the traffic of the ways, turmoil 
without, within, 

Make in my heart a quiet place, and come 
and dwell therein. 

A little place of mystic grace, of sin and 
self swept bare; 





and are. Has the Lord Jesus a devoted 


Where I may look into Thy face, and talk 
with Thee in prayer. 
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Come, occupy my silent place, 
And make Thy dwelling there — 

More grace is wrought in quietness 
Than any is aware. 


ANY times these little verses have 
helped this writer to help young girls 
to realize that talking with God is far 
ficher and sweeter than simply talking to 
God. There are many Scriptures to show 
that true prayer must have at least 
these four essentials, on our part: (1) 
the spirit of reverence which is true 
humility and confession in the creature 
before the Creator; (2) the listening at- 
titude which would hear God speak before 
the reply rises from within the soul; 
(3) joyous praise for what God is and 
does for all his creatures, and especially 
for his grace toward his children in 
Christ Jesus; and, (4) finally, faith that 
the desires of the heart are heard and 
will be answered—all in his Name 
through whom alone we are invited to 
draw near to God’s throne of grace, 
That God always answers such prayers 
you can abundantly assure your girls, 
again from many Scriptures; but his an- 
Swers come in four forms: (1) a direct 
granting of our desires, (2) a loving and 
wise refusal, for our own good, (3) a 
delay until we are ready to use aright his 
granting, or, (4) something far better 
than we have asked. Can they not trust 
God to answer aright all their askings? 


2. The only other divinely ordered 
channel of growth in the personal Christian 
life that can be mentioned here is Bible 
reading — that kind of reading that looks 
for a personal message to fit the heart’s 
and the day’s need. For it is in his own 
Word that we in truth behold him whose 
beauty and.glory transform us into his 
own image, “from glory to glory, even as 
from the Lord the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 

Surely, teacher of girls, you can tes- 
tify to some personal message you have 
found in the Bible—some word that 
fairly glowed: with life and power for 
you, in your own girlhood, in an hour 
of great need. Cannot some girl among 
yours tell of such a transforming word 
that is precious to her? 

Home Study ° 

Read these references this week: Psalm 
119: 9-16, 72, 97, 105, 112, 130; 2 Tim- 
othy 3: 14-17 and Matthew 6: 5-15. Mem- 
orize the one that helps you most right 
now. 


Decatur, Ga. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for October 2) 


1. The brief records of his public min- 
istry reveal him as a man of prayer under 
all circumstances — not less than twenty-five 
distinct instances of his praying being given. 

2. His words on this subject give it a 
place of prime importance in maintaining 
the spiritual life. Note Matthew 6: 5-15; 
Luke 11: 1-13; John 15:7, 16; 16: 23. 

3. His words abound in quotations from 
and allusions to the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures as the very word and will of God, 
and his recourse to them in his own hours 
of trial and temptation is marked through- 
out the Gospel records. 

4. Only a meek, humble, and contrite 
heart can truly confess sin to God and 
ask for forgiveness; holding enmity against 
others is the greatest hindrance to having 
such a humble and contrite heart, making 
us incapable of receiving God’s forgiveness. 

5. The Lord’s Prayer is for children of 
God who can say, “Our Father,” and our 
Lord intended it to show us after what man- 
ner to pray, and also to give us wonderful 
words in which to express worship and peti- 
tions that are suitable to all dispensations. 

6. The main object in our study of the 
Bible in the Morning Watch is to get a 
personal message from God, also to stir 
us to worship and devotion. However, in 
our other systematic study we should have 
a devotional attitude, and in our devotional 
reading we should do real study. 

7. “Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
the Christian’s native air’ (words by J. 
Montgomery). 

8. Because the Lord did not give it as 
his prayer (he could not ask forgiveness 
of sin, who knew no sin), but gave it to 
the disciples as an example of prayer for 
their use. He did not name it “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” 





9. Because God’s Word is one sure way 
in which he has arranged to reveal himself 
to us and speak to us. 

















Lesson for October 2 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Oct. 9. I. How Does the Liquor Problem 
Affect Young People Today? Matt. 7:17, 
18; John 8: 32. 

Oct. 16. II. What Does Alcohol Do to People 
and Society? Matt. 18: 4-6. 
Oct. 23. III. What Attempts 
Made to Solve the Liquor Problem, 
with What Results?. Matt. 7 : 16-20. 
Oct. 30. IV. What Shall Our Group Do about 
Prohibition? 1 Cor. 10 : 31-33; Luke 12:6, 

7. 


Been 
and 


Have 





Sunday, October 2 


How Does the Teaching of Jesus 
Change Business? (Luke 19 : 1-8) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Jesus creates honesty (Luke 19: 
I-10). 

Tues.—Fair play (Luke 6: 31). 

Wed.—Limits ambition (Matt. 6 : 19-21). 

Thurs.—Develops service (Matt. 20: 25- 

Fri.—Condemns 20: 


subterfuge (Prov. 


14). 
Sat.—Calls for diligence (Rom. 12: 11). 











What does Jesus teach about honesty? 

How will changed business men change 
business ? 

How is the Golden Rule applied to business? 


OU may have read before, in this 
column, the following story of a young 

business man. If so, perhaps it will bear 
repeating in connection with our topic 
for this week. A young chap had changed 
his position and was working with a 
group who were noted for their disre- 
gard of all that went for sober, Chris- 
tian living.. A friend, who knew of the 
change, met the young man one day and 
asked how he was getting along. 

“How do you, a Christian, manage to 
work with such a worldly crowd?” 

“Oh,” came the reply, “they haven't 
found out yét that I am a Christian.” 
. ye 

What a tragedy it.is that so many 
seem to think that Christianity is a sort 
of garment that they can wear on Sun- 
day, or when they wish to dress up in 
respectability, and yet may be discarded 
the minute they enter a business office. 
Some who would not think of stealing, 
under the generally accepted definition of 
that word, nevertheless, by sharp prac- 
tice will rob even their friends, and call 
it “business.” There are those who would 
balk at deliberate lying, and yet will not 
hesitate, in business, to use half truths 
that sometinies are really worse than lies. 

We have but to shop in certain stores 
to be convinced that there are strange 
conceptions of truth in business. Perhaps 
some of us have read advertising that 
contained a goodly measure of truth, and 
yet was unquestionably deceptive in some 
of the extravagant statements made. 

There seems to be a strange conviction 
in many circles that one cannot be hon- 
est and succeed in business. But if we 
are to accept the teachings of the Lord 
Jesus as authoritative we can reach but 
one conclusion. Either the true Chris- 
tian must be honest in business or he had 
better not be in business at all. 


Our Scripture lesson gives us a strik- 
ing example of. what happens in the 
human heart when the Lord Jesus Christ 
really gets hold of it. The grace of God 
reaches down and affects every relation- 
ship. Zacchzeus was in a despised busi- 
ness. The publicans were tax collectors 
employed by Rome to collect revenue for 
the government. There was ample oppor- 
tunity for dishonesty in squeezing out of 
the people the very limit or more than 
the law allowed. That Zacchzus was rich 
is generally taken to mean that he had 
been guilty in a measure of just such 
practices. 

But the Lord Jesus saw down into his 
heart and knew that, if Zacchzeus could 
be reached, his would be a whole-hearted 
repentance. So he invited himself to dine 
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with this chief publican who was despised 
by his own countrymen. 

What happened at the dinner we are 
not told, but the results that came after 
it showed that a real transformation took 
place in Zacchzeus’ heart. First, he di- 
vided his goods in half, and gave one half 
to the poor, evidently recognizing that 
there had been times when he might have 
given before and had not. 

There is no need to think that all his 
riches were ill-gotten. His next state- 
ment clears up that point, for he offers, 
wherever he has taken anything falsely, 
to restore not merely what was taken but 
fourfold. This was the full restitution 
required under the Jewish law (Exod. 
22:1). In other words, Zacchzus pledged 
himself to set right, in so far as he could, 
every known wrong that he had com- 
mitted in his business life. 

Nothing short of this will satisfy the 
Lord Jesus Christ in our business rela- 
tions today. This is a sobering thought. 
Are we willing to face it as Christian 
young people? 


But the thought must occur to us, as 
undoubtedly it did to Zacchzus, — what 
about those things that cannot be made 
right, situations that have gone beyond 
our control, circumstances where no resti- 
tution can possibly be made? Let us not 
forget, in this connection, the gracious 
words of the Lord Jesus following Zac- 
chzus’ public avowal. He said, “This day 
is salvation come to this house.” 

When we are ready to confess the 
wrongs we have done, God is ready and 
willing to forgive us, not in proportion 
to our inability to make right, but accord- 
ing to his great mercy. He forgives us 
all our transgressions, and then gives us 
the grace to make restitution in so far 
as that restitution is possible. 

And now perhaps we can answer the 
question propounded by our topic. “How 
does the teaching of Jesus change busi- 
ness?” It changes business only as hu- 
man hearts accept him as Saviour and 
yield to his influence in the life. We must 
not forget that there is a sense, however, 
in which the teaching of Christ may, in 
a measure, be applied to business with- 
out hearts being transformed. Men have 
been trying to apply such teaching for 
many years. ‘Any good that has come of it 
is not to be belittled. But we must not 
be misled into thinking that business may 
be materially or permanently changed by 
outside applications of ethics, even though 
they may be the ethics of Christ himself. 
Without a transformation in the hearts of 
individuals, there can be no lasting or per- 
manent results from. the teachings of 
Christ. It is in the heart that decep- 
tion and lying and. dishonesty and trickery 
and unlove in business originate, and it 
is there that the transformation must take 
place. 

Does not the challenge then come to 
us, who have accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to let him keep us in our busi- 
ness relationships from all that is con- 
trary to his Word and will, and to let 
him use us to bring others to him that 
they, like Zacchzeus, may find salvation 
and cleansing? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
4 


Following a Rock Tunnel 
at Kirjath Sepher 


(Concluded from page 490) 


feudal barons were all over Palestine 
throughout the Hyksos period. The grif- 
fin scarab which we discovered yesterday 
represented the same age. 

Once again concerning that drinking 
cup: little by little hidden meanings come 
out. Dr. Gliick found an offering scene 
with such a cup attached to the libation 
dish. Well, we were not far off the true 
interpretation, after all; we decided it 
was a drinking cup of some man, and it 
proved to be a drinking cup of the gods. 
But the heathen gods were only men and 
women projected upon the skies. Just 
now comes in another of those beautiful 
faience flasks, once beautiful, but now so 
destroyed in its decoration that its beauty 
of coloring is all gone; only something 
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THE SCROLL OF THE LAW 


The most sacred thing in Judaism. 


Christ read Hie 


introductory message from the Scroll in the Synagogue. 





We want you to read THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, 
edited by Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn and loved by 
many Bible students for its helpful information on 
prophecy and the Jews. It gives you inspiring re- 
ports of the world-wide activities of the American 


Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


Albo, the life story of Mr. Cohn, written by himself 


in a sixty-page booklet. Jews are really accepting 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


’ The price of the Scroll is 50 cents, and THE 


CHOSEN PEOPLE is 50 cents a year. Mr. 
Cohn’s autobiography is 30 cents. Send us $1.00 
and we will mail you ALL and enter your name 
for a year's subscription for THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE ; if not satisfied we'll return your money 
without a question. Picture is one-fifth actual size 


of Scroll we wili send you. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 THROOP AVENUE 


BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
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stress is laid on a thorough knowledge of the English Bible and familiarity with practical 


The courses are in the hands of a well-trained, spiritually-minded faculty of fifteen 

: The subjects taught include Old and New 

Evidences, Bible Introduction, History of Missions, Modern Cults, Personal Evangelism, 
octrines, Comparative Religions, Biblical Psychology, Church History, Advanced 

S.S. Work, Church Supervision, New Testament G i i 

Musical Notation and Harmony, Gospel Hymn Singing, V 

tics and Public Speaking. 

_ Candidates for-admission must have high-school standing, and are required to furnish 

testimonials from their pastors. REGISTRATION DAY, OCTOBER 4th. 

TUITION FREE. Catalogue on request. 


Address: DR. HAROLD P. MORGAN, Dean 
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ATTRACTIVE RATES FOR THE AUTUMN 


The autumn months are especially invigorating 
in Atlantic City 





Cheltenham - 


Park Place, Atlantic City, N. J. 


Revere Hotel 





Delicious food, quiet atmosphere 


SEPTEMBER RATES 


ROOMS WITH HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 
$20.00 


ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH, $25 to $30 per week 
(These prices include meals) 


Cards to the Country Club if desired 


Free sea bathing from hotel 








A congenial atmosphere for Sunday School Times readers 























Rodeheaver 
Hymn Books 


have solved the singing problem for thousands 
of churches. You will find one of their publica- 
tions especially adapted for your church. Be 
sure to examine Rodeheaver Hymn Books be- 
fore purchasing. Examination copies gladly 
sent upon request to Church and Sunday School 
officials. 
Rodeheaver Pub. Co. 


28 E. Jackson Bivd. 721 Arch Street 
Chicago, Ill. Phila., Pa. 





DEAR FOLKS—I wonder if you would help 
back 33 years, fighting the wolf from the 


sharpens the dullest knives or tools. 
by mail .50 cents; larger size $1. 
buy a stone of me if you can. 
Yours in misfortune. 
ville, N. C., Route 1. 


MONEY FOR YOU 


Price 
Please 
Thank you. 








ENVELOPES USED BEFORE 1880. HIGHEST PRICES 
PAID. GEORGE HAKES, 290 way, 
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a poor old bedridden crippled boy, on his 


door, by buying the Deep River whetstone; 


Joe Morphew, Zion-e 
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SAVE HALF 


on Inspiring Mission Course 
BY CORRESPONDENCE 


To make ourWorld Mission Course available to 
every missionary worker, it is being offered for 
a short time at one-half the usual $8.00 price, 
or only $4.00. Every well-informed Christian 
should know the story of Christian missions 
through the ages. Acquaintance with this 
course will make you a more effective worker 
and a more dynamic leader. 

The course, prepared by Dr. Robert H. Glover, 
Home Director for North America of the China 
Inland Mission, traces the progress of Christian 
missions from the early days to modern times. 
Used as a text book in most Bible institutions. 
8 sections, 372 pages, 20 lessons, 

This one-half price offer will be open only a 
short time, so send $4.00 today. Illustrated 
folder and complete information if desired. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
Dept. 9506 
153 Institute Place, CHICAGO, ILL. 











SECTIONFOLD 


PARTITIONS 


Extra rooms where needed. Installed in old 
or new buildings, Wilson Sectionfold Parti- 
tions give instant ‘change from one large to 
several small rooms. Fool-proof operation. 
Many exclusive patented features. Guaran- 
teed. Write for Catalog No. 24. 


The J. G. Wilson Corporation 
11 B. 88th St., N.¥.C, : Box 1194, Norfolk, Va. 
Offices in All Principal Cities ’ 





I OVER. SO YEARS IN BUSINESS 













nusual Christmas 


Parchments, Etchings, Nature Prints, delicately 
an . 2x beautiful creations—ALL FOL- 
DERS—mostlydouble designs. First time offered. 
“ nig ry og —, or ke t-overs, Ans $3 
value for $x. st you on stpaid. 
boxes a day easily. Don't pF ap Wate us today. 
PERSONALITY PAPER COMPANY 
Dept, R, Oxford Ave. & St.. _ PHILA., PA. 


arts BROO 
BEFORE f 
CAREER 


Develops the whole boy — mentally, 
morally,and physically, College prep- 
aration accredited by Middle States 
Association and New York State Re- 


ents. Excellent record of boys in college. 
n Beautiful Long Island, near New 











ork. Modern buildings on 35-acre cam- 
pus. All athletics and school activities. 


Address Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Box 8, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


ALL PROPHETIC STUDENTS 


Should be in close touch with this 
Society. Send for free booklet. 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4417 Bernice Street Los Angeles, Calif. 














Gatiemre Soap 


Mother’s Favorite for 
All the Family 


Price 25c. free. 
Address: “Ocdeuna.” Dent aan baléen, Mase 






BAPTIST MINISTER, thirty-nine. married, 


: good health, Univer- 
sity and Seminary graduate, experience foreign mis- 
sions, college teaching, now in active pastorate, desires 
COUNTRY CHURCH with Sunpay Scnoot Times 
standards of doctrine and life. New Eagiaad preferred. 





Address, Pastor, c/o R.P.A., 325 N.13th St., Phila., Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of the design can be projected by our 
artist, and the shape of the tiny flask 
in all its delicate outlines still .remains. 
Do you wonder that we are forced to the 
conclusion that there was a high culture 
in Patriarchal days, despite the fact that 
there is such a dilapidated condition of 
the ruins? The ruins of a burned house 
present much the same confusion after 
thirty years instead of the 3,000 years 
these ruins have lain here, 

Today we had visitors, archeological 
visitors. We are always glad to have 
such; they are intensely interested and 
usually have a clear comprehension of 
the meaning of things. It makes all the 
difference in the world, when you talk 
on a subject, whether your audience un- 
derstands anything or not. These peo- 
ple understood. Dr. Gliick, Director of 
the American School in Jerusalem, who 
is ex-officio a member of our Staff and 
has been here most of the season, brought 
down today most of the members of the 
summer school. They consist almost en- 
tirely of the company organized by Dr. 
Jackson of the Methodist American Uni- 
versity, Washington, who for some time 
has been bringing out a class every year 
to the American School. Two years ago 
there were nearly forty in the class, this 
year only a little over twenty. Most of 
them are ministers of the Gospel, others, 
especially the ladies, are teachers in vari- 
ous Bible schools or are special Bible 
students. We devoted ourselves for the 
hour and a half that they stayed to 
showing them the work on the Tell and 
as many as possible of the interesting 
finds already described for the readers of 
the Times: the bronzes, the beautiful 
specimens of ceramic art, the veined ala- 
bastrons, the scarabs, and the seal cylin- 
ders with the large photographs of the 
inscriptions, The finds always interest 
visitors very much. At the excavations 
themselves they look on with a decided 
air of puzzlement. The idea that there 
is “a lot of imagination about it” is very 
widespread and persistent. Most of them, 
if we did not show them the individual 
objects found and explain the meaning of 
them, would go away with a rather per- 
sistent impression that the whole thing 
was a humbug. On the other hand, I 
think that on this occasion we made very 
deep the impression that I am trying to 
convey in these articles, that of the re- 
markable evidence we are getting of a 
high state of culture in the Patriarchal 
times. Tomorrow we expect two of the 
archeological specialists, Pére Vincent of 
the Ecole Saint Etienne, Jerusalem, and 
Mr. Allen Rowe who did much of the 
work at Beisan. These men will help us 
more than we help them. Then next week 
we expect the Director of Antiquities of 
the Palestinian Government. On my way 
home I hope to consult Professor Stein- 
dorf, the Egyptologist of Leipzig Uni- 
versity, Sir Flinders Petrie of Gower 
Street College, London, and Professor 
Sayce of Oxford. 


Text Bert Mirstm, PALESTINE, 





With the New Books 











The Looting of a Legacy. By J. N. 
Sturk. (Berean Bible Depot, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada, 75 cents.) Conditions 
in the United Church of Canada are the 
subject of this trenchant volume. The 
“legacy” consists of the splendid plant of 
that church valued at ninety million dol- 
lars, of the treasured history of its com- 
ponent churches, of the noble affirmations 
of its “Twenty Articles of Faith.” With 
these articles the book opens. Then fol- 
low extracts from The New Outlook, 
official organ of the church, wfitten by 
theological professors, church officials, and 
clergy, flouting the faith to which they 
have subscribed. It would be unbelievable 
if we did not find its counterpart with 
us in the United States. Their talk is 
the-same on both sides of the border. 
“Ministers must be faithful to the light 
of their own day and their growing minds. 
Whether we like it or not we have to 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


to use the Bible in our Christian work 


| as it was used in the inquiry rooms of the i 





Moody revival,” Why this is so a con- 
tributor to the same paper explains: 

“If we have no guidance in this mod- 
err world except the incidents and para- 
bolic teaching of Jesus which exactly 
fitted the conditions of two thousand years 
ago, then we face our own. seething era 
wearing suits of mail which cause our 
steps to falter and offer little protection 
from the assaults of the enemy.” (So lit- 
tle is “the whole armour of God” of 
Ephesians 6 esteemed ! 

‘To claim finality for the interpretation 
of Jesus is the arch heresy.” 

“The way to life is broadening out,” 
according to another. “The fact that 
Jesus said that the road to life was in 
his day so narrow and barred by so tight 
a gate that few found it is no reason 
why it always must be so... . I’m all for 
that new road, a road so good, so broad, 
so easy to find, with so many by-paths 
leading into it and so few barriers lying 
across it, that traveling upon it will be a 
zestful adventure.” 

prominent official of the United 
Church, in fact its secretary for evangel- 
ism and social service, gives a concrete 
picture of the new road. After the 
fashion of certain psychologists in Amer- 
ican colleges he sprung a sex question- 
naire upon a group of young college men 
and women and summed up conclusions 
in an article in The New Outlook for 
June 5, 1929. From this we learn that 
youth deems “repression of any strong 
desire harmful” and that “release rather 
than repression is seen to be the way 
of life.” 2 

“The task of the church,” so Dr. Er- 
nest Thomas is quoted as writing, “would 
seem to be the immediate equipment of 
its ministry with a definite, positive, and 
Christian doctrine taking the place of the 
prohibitions which the younger generation 
has set aside.” 

The writer of this, and more one does 
not care to quote, is sent about Canada 
holding “retreats” for ministers. 

There is much else drawn from the 
files of The New Outlook that makes 
clear how far back various leaders of 
this church have slipped into Eighteenth 
Century unbelief now described as Mod- 
ernism. Mr. Sturk, lay-preacher in this 
church, urges his loyalist fellow church- 
men to adopt a policy of passive resis- 
tance, to withhold contributions, to send 
their children only to Sunday-schools 
where God’s Word is honored, and to 
spread information concerning this apos- 
tasy as widely as possible among members 
of the church. It is a program that will 
be adopted sooner or later in the churches 
of the whole English-speaking world. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 58 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include. postage. 

75 cents—Oftie or more copies to indi- 
vidual. addresses, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 


: | package to only one address, 52 cénts 
submit to the fact that we are not able | 


each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








(Lesson for Oct. 2) SEPTEMBER 17, 1932 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 26 to October 2 

Mon.—Matthew 6: 5-8. The Prayer Life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Overwhelming 
blessings are available to those who re- 
ceive the promises and live up to the light 
of the Gospel. Full as we are of desire 
God is all-sufficient to supply all that 
is needed. The language of prayer pleases 
the ear of our gracious God. Let us 
use this heavenly eloquence more. Pray 
for the American Bible Society. Nearly 
10,000,000 Scripture portions were dis- 
tributed during the past year. Abo- 
rigines ir China, and a new tribe in Siam 
were given the Word in 1932. 
Tues.—Luke 6: 12-19. The Master’s Example. 

Prayer Succestions: The prayer life 
of the Lord Jesus should make all Chris- 
tians want to draw nigh to God. Pray 
for poor India. Gandhi’s doctrine has 
inflamed the youth of India like wildfire. 
The next decade may be fraught with dire 
peril to millions there, unless the Lord 
graciously overrules. 
Wed.—2 Timothy 3: 14-17. 

Cherishing the Word. 

Prayer Suacestions: No one will 
profit by the Word who does not love 
the Word of God applied to the heart. 
The desire for the Word is the guarantee 
of growth in grace. Use the Word to in- 
tensify your devotional life. Pray for 
new efforts to reach Russian youth with 
the Gospel. One Bible Society is send- 
ing large supplies of Russian Gospels to 
Harbin, China. Many atheists have been 
converted to Christianity. 
Thurs.—James 1: 22-27. Obeying the Word. 

PraYER Succestions: Exhortations are 
not legalistic, even if they sdund so. They 
have most need of them, who have the 
least use for them. Responsibility equals 
knowledge. Greater knowledge of human 
need is greater responsibility to pray for 
the mitigation of those needs according 
to God’s will. Pray for the Africa In- 
land Mission. 
Fri.—2 Peter 3: 14-18. Growing in Grace. 

Prayer Succestions: If you have 
tasted grace you will never be satisfied 
without more grace. Other streams will 
become insipid to your spiritual taste. 
Growth in grace is open to every one 
who is “alive unto God.” Prayer life 
indicates the length and depth in the grace 
of God. Are you receiving answers to 
your prayers? Pray for the Jews in Har- 
bin, China, who are fearful of anti-Se- 
mitic outbreaks there. 
Sat.—Psalm 1:1-6. Joy in the Word. 

PrayeER SuGGESTIoNS: An infant craves 
milk, and nothing will satisfy its craving 
like milk. This desire is perfectly natu- 
ral to the babe. Its pleasure is in hav- 
ing what it wants when it wants it. Adul- 
terated milk is unwanted milk. Let your 
desire for the Word be childlike desire 
for food, ardent, strong, and impatient. 
Let the Word lead to prayer. Pray for 
a former bishop of the Church of Rome, 
recently converted, who has become a 
minister of the Gospel. 
Sun.—Psalm 122. Joy in the Sanctuary. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The joy of God’s 
people arises from finding God as their 
eternal portion. “In Him is the fountain 
of life.” . Cheer up, Christian, the days 
may be troublesome, but God reigneth, 
and is your “present help in trouble.” 
Take courage. Press on. Pray for those 
pioneer missionaries of the Bolivian In- 
dian Mission who are carrying on visita- 
tion work at the ranchos of the Unco 
Indians. 

ak 


I have seen the dreadful consequences 
of giving way and looking back. How 
many, for this wretched cowardice and 
fear of the cross. have been turned into 
pillars, not of useful but useless salt— 
White field. 
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